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ing of a National Reformation. 
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Rv the QJJ E E N. 

ex AM A T I O N, 

tlieEnconngeinest of 

and VIRTUB, 

PrcTcBtiiig sod Fooilbiag of 

tfnefs, and JmmnralUj* 



HEREASoa <M AccefScw to thfi 
Thrime, Wc tbought 6r, by lh« Ad- 
vice of Our Prjyy Council, to Ifltw 
out DuT Royal ProcUoiation , foi 
the EnconragcoiMit pf Fifty aod f^ti 
tiu^ and for the Freventtag and Pu- 
oilhing oi Vits , Prpfhsitentfi , giu) 
Iiamfrnii^: Aod wKercas we haT? 
■ been informed, Tiiat Our Lawt 
1 PrDclmHOMicn have Qot been execuicd 
Expefiation gndCoHimaadsi We mpft 
1y coofiderinf , That it ti ao indHpeO'- 
be careful, above aU oiher thiflg^ to 
he Honour and Service ef AlmigtityCod, 
ftppreft all yict^ Pttfhantntfs^ Dfbmifht- 
A 1 »7» 



Bf the ^VEEN, 

ryy and Immorality^ which are fo highly dirpleafing to God, fO» 
^rcat a Reproach to Our Religion and Government, aiid ( by 
means of the frequent ill Examples of the ^rafticers thereof ) 
•have fo fatal a Tendency to the Corruption of many of Our 
Loving Subjeds, othcrwife Religioufly and Virtuoufty difpofed, 
andwWch, (if not timely remedied) may jdllydraw down the 
Divine Vengeance ou Us and Our Kingdoms : We alfo humbly 
acknowledging. That We cannot expeft the Blefling and Good- 
•nefsof Almighty God ( by whom Kings and Queens Reign ) 
and on which We entirely rely ) to make Our Reign happy and 
profperous to Our Self aad Our Pe()plc,nor hope for the divine 
Affiftance to deliver Us from the great and imminent Dangers 
nvhich Our Kingdoms and the true Proteftant Religion Efta- 
}bli(hed among Us^ are in thi; prelent Juncture threatned with, 
without a Religious Obfcrvancc of God's Holy Laws : To 
the Intent therefore, that Religion, Piety^ and good Man- 
ners may ( according to Our moft hearty Defire ) flourilh and 
increafe under Our Admiiliftration and Government, Wc have 
thought fit (by the Advice of Our Privy Council ) to iflue this 
Our Royal Proclamation, and do hereby declare Our Royal 
Furpofe and Refoliitron to difcOuntenance aind puoihi all man- 
ner office, Profhoffenefsj and Immorality^ in all Perfons of whatr 
foever Degree or Quality, within this Our Realm, and parti- 
cularly in fuch as are employed near Our Royal Perfon ; and 
ithatfor the greater Encouragement ofRelifion and Morality, 
Wc will, upon all Occafions, diftinguifh Perfons of Piety and 
Virtue, by Marks of Our Rpyal Favpvir. And we do expeft 
and require, that all Perfons of Honour, or in place of Au- 
thority , will give good Example by their own Virtue and 
Pie^y, and to their utmoft^ contribute to the difcountenancing 
Perfons of diflblute and debauched Lives, that they being by 
that means reduced to Shame and Contempt, for their lobfe 
^nd eyil Aftions and Behaviour, may be thereby alfo enforced 
the Ipbner to reform their ill Habits and Praftices, and that the 
vilible Difpleafure of good Men towards them, may as far as 
it ispoflible) fupply what the Laws ( probably ) cannot altou 
gether preveqt. And We do hereby ftridlly enjoin and pro- 
hibit' all Our Loving Subjeds, of what Degree or Quality fo 
«cvcr^ from Playing on the Lord's- Day at Dice^ Cards ^ or any 

other 



A Proclamation. 

other Game whatfocver, either in Pnblick or Private Houfes, 
or other Place or Places whatfoever j and do hereby require 
and command them, and every of them, decently and reve- 
rently to attend the Worfliip of God on every Lord*s*Day^ 
on Pain of Our highcft Difpleafure, and of being proceeded a- 
gainft with the utmoft Rigoiir that may be by Lavr. And 
for the more efFaftual Reforming of all fuch Perfons, who, by 
reafon of their didblute Lives and Converfations, are a Scandal 
to Our Kingdom, Our further Pleafure is, and We do hereby 
ftriaiy Charge and Command all Our Judges, Mayors, Sheriffs, 
Juftices of the Peace, and all other Our Officers, and Minilters, 
both Ecclefiaftical and Civil, and all other our Subjeds whom it 
may concern, to be very vigilant and ftrift in the Difcovcry^ 
and the effedual Profecution and Punilhmcntof all Perfons who 
fliall be guilty of excefTive Drwkinf^ Blaffhemy^ Profhime Sxptdr*. 
irfg and Curfing^ Lexodnefs^ Prophanatio/i of the Lor£s»D/iyy or 
©rher Diflblute, Immoral, or Diforderly Pradices ; and that 
they take Care alfo efFeftuaily to fupprcfs all Bawdy-Hoifes^ 
Pnblick Gaming Ho'ifes and Places , and other D^orderly 
Houfes, and to put in Execution the Statute made in the Nine 
and Twentieth Y.ar of the Reign of Our late Royal Uncle 
King Charles the Se.ond, Intituled, ^rtj43: for the better Obfervs- 
thn of the L n* d's-Day, commonly calkd Sunday ; and alfo an Ad 
of Parliament made in the Ninth Year of the Reign of Our late 
dear Brother King William the Third, Intituled, jin AH for % 
the more ejf$S:Hal SHppreJfw^ of Blaffhemy and Profhamnefs ; and 
all other Laws now in Force for the Punilhing and Supprcffing 
any of the Vices aforefaid ; and alfo to fupprefs and prevent all 
Gaming whatfoever in Publick or Private Houfes on the Lord*%^ 
Day^ and likewife that they take effeftual Care to prevent all 
Perfons keeping Taverns, Chocolate-Houfes, Coffee Houfes, or 
other PublicK Houfes whatfoever, from felling Wine, Choco- 
late, Coftcc, Ale, Beer, or other Liquors, or Receiving or 
Permitting Gucfts to be or remain in fuch their Houfes on the 
Lord's-Day, r ex rept iii cafe of Neceffity and Charity ) as they 
win anfwer it to Aimighty God, and upon Pain or Our higheft 
Difpiealiire. And for the more efFeftual proceeding herein, 
We do heici)v dii«;^^t and command all Our Judges of Affizeand. 
Juliiccb ut the i'cace, to give ftrick Charges at their rcfpeftive 

Aflizes 



ASzts and Seflloos^ foi: the due Prefecution and Punifhmcnt </ 

all Pcrfons that (ball preftmc to offend in any of the kinds ^fore*. 

laid^ and dfoof all Pcrfons that, contrary to their Duty, (hall 

be rcQufs or negligecft inputting the faid Laws in E:cecu|loq j 

tfnd that they do at their refpediife Affizcs and QiiarteV-Sgrioas 

qf the Peace, aflft this O^r Proclamatim tobc pubiickly rfead ift 

open Court, immediately before the Charge is given. And 

Wc do hereby ftirther charge and command every Minilber in 

A lii$;|s^Qpp£^wParilK*C%i3r^^ fit C^ppcl, to react or- ca^jfe to be 

^ re»dt)u$Our PrwATOiiri(tff,\atJftafl: Fovir4mes Year, 

inyiicdiatclyadter Divine Ser^^^^ to iiicite and ftirpp their 

^ r^pedive Auditories to tbe Pradicfi of Piety and Virtue, and 

I avpidiiig of all Immorality and iPrpphanencfs, And to the 

* fcnd that «B Vice And Debauchery may be prevented, and Reli^ 

ugfbnaBd Virtue j^raAiftd by afl OffiGcrs^ private^ldiers^ 

. , If arinov, asri «ber% wbosarc egiifloyed in Ouf Seryic^by 

$B or linl, W« dn hereby 'Kt^ialy charge and command aU 

: Qdt Oevamaadidts imd OSc^rs v^hatfoever, that tbey do tak^ 

: Care to avoid all Proirtiaacaefsiiip^ucfaery, and pthVr Jmmo« 

niities ; and that by uieir own good and virtuousUves and Con« 

^^ ^ii^fihidm, ii^^ fet gdod £xam)ples to all fuch as are under 

^ l^irCoreand Aiitboricy, 9x^ Ukewife take C^re of aiod infpe^ 

the Behavion^ of ^11 fuch as ar< under them, and to puni(h all 

i tiibfe «^lio fbaB b^gMiltyi»f 9ny thedlfencesaf^ 

\ «rMl be aafwerable for the iU Confcquences of thejr N^lefii 
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]■ OF T HE 

1 PROGRESS 

I OF THE-,. . 






Reformation of MaimeWj^^. 




\ SupipoKe that you have heard of the Attempts thai^ 

- Iiave l^een made ior the PromotiiK o>f a Reform^- 

\ ^i^^f Manners^ by the Execution ofthe PeHol-Lms 

If ^"^ againft Prophanenefi and Dehauchery^ begun by fonse 

] few Perfoiis oF the Church of England^ and moft of dtheogt 

private Men: That thefe Endeavours have had a very 

great Succcfsj, ( particularly for the Suppreffing of fro- 

f banc Swearing and Cur/ing^ Drunkennefs^ and Propbanatm 

of the Lords-Day^ and the giving a Check to the Oficn 

js' LtwJneJS that was adred in many of our Streets J and 

have been publickly and folemnly Approved by a con- 

fiderable Number of the LorJs Spiritual and temporal^ 

anrJ Honour dhle Judges of the Kingdoms of England ancl 

Ireland; .and have been countenanced occafiohally, and 

in another manner, by moft of the other of our Right 

Reverend ^^ 
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Reverend Bilhops, in their CircuLr Letters^ printed 1 699. 
( of which I (hall take feme farther notice. 3 But ycu 
may not be acquainted, That His late Majefly having 
this Affair laid before him by one of his Chief Minifters 
of State^ promifed the Societies not only his Protedlion, 
fcut Couiiteajnce : And that, our prefeor llluftri«us 
Q^U E E N, fmce the ifluing out pf lA^r^ratlam^tren 
againft P^ice and Prophanenep^ hath been gracioufty 
pleafed to fignifie Her Approbation of this Work : That 
thefe Endeavours are carrying on in mod Parts of this 
King^m/ and •^tti raai^y- of th^e cj£<i<^/W^ as Jp could 
enumV^tfi jto jf oiu if,*'tv\ er^' nlccflv^ apd|ha\^been 
applauded and recommended ia a publick nianner, as fit 
to be imitated by other Chriftian- States, by the Com* 
milfioners of fcveral French Churches, who were ap- 
pointed to tabe thi|^ A^t )ii|to tboir QonfuJcratiit^^ 
and have bceh'Iately veiy folemnly Approvecf by 'divers 
of the Nobifity, and by the Commiflioaers of the Gene- 
ral AfSbmbly of the Church of Scotland^ where this Work , 
is now fo fer advanced, that befides the Societies for Rc^ 
fprmatiof^ t^tely fet up in other Parts of that Kin^dcnn, 
there were(we/?ire inFornied} fome Months fin^, 
^Thirteen of thef^ Societies in the" City of Ediiihurgh 
atone.j in which City, dae Magiftrates haV6, upon this 
Occafion, lately ere(9:c d a new Court againfl Immorality ; 
and that.'cis to be hopVl .that,.u''ith God^s Blefling, a 
l^reat part of the Chriftian World will be influenced 
hereby; t|ie Acccimt of thefe 5^aVfw /being already 
Tranflated into the Fren h and High- Dutch Languages, 
and hath been Ibme rime Tince Tranflating into the 
Latin by feveral Hands, lor tlje propagating the fame 
Glorious Defign in other Nations j by which means a 
great part of the World will be foon acquainted with 
this Ondertaking, and the Succefs of it, and, it may 
tcafoncibly be expeded, will be excited to an Imitation :, 

And 
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And this may the rather be hop'd, firice the rertfairtln^ 
of Men from publick Vices, and open Violations of Re- 
ligion, hath, I think, ever been thought the great In- 
tereft and Bufinefs of Government, is what the Laws of 
civilized Nations, tho' they may be more or lefs fevere in^ 
different Countries, provide againft, Pap/Jfs and Pr^te- 
ftants^ Jews and Mahometans^ agree in ; and fmce rnore-^ 
over fo many learned and pious Perfons, in divers parts 
of Europe and America^ are already fuccefsfully engaged 
in Promoting of this Work by Societies, after the Ex- 
ample of England. 

'Tis certain that a Reverend Divine, wlio hath been 
lately in our Northern Plantations in America] by the. 
Encouragement of divers of our Bifliops, for the Pro^ 
pagiting Ghriftianity there, ordered a whole Imprellion* 
of the Account of the Societies to be printed off^ and fent 
thither, for the promoting a Reformation^ by theie Me- 
thods, in thofe Parts of the World. And this Revereind 
Perlbn^ the lafl: Month told me, that he thinks they 
have fince made a more remarkable Reformation there*, 
than is in either of Her Mijefty*s Kingdoms, 

From NenhEnglanJ we are told. That great Care 
hath been there taken of late for the Punifliment of 
Fice and Profanenefi by the Methods that are here ufed^; 
and a Gentleman of that Country, -in his Letter bearing 
date April lo. 1701. informs us, That feveral Societicf^ 
are formed in Bofton^ and he thinks that in a little time 
he (hall acquaint t^s of others fet up in, other parts of 
that Country. 

From the Ifland of Jamaica^ Dt Tod^ Rector of St. 
Thomas in the Fale^ tells us. That at a General Meeting 
of the Clergy of that Ifland at St. Jago de la t^aga^ 

B NovemU 
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Novctnb. 17. 1 700. by the appointment of tlieir G>in^ 
miflary, the Clergy, in conjundibn with divers of the 
Gentlemen of that Country, had formed themfelvesintoa 
Society for Reformation of Manners^ and the Propagation 
ofChriJlian Knowledge; and that the Governoijr of that 
Mland had under his Hand Signed his full Approbatioa 
of it, and their Orders^llf 

Tis afl&med by a Perfon of Integrity, wha is come 
ov«r from Flaniers^ that they have very miich fup- 
prefled the Diforderly Houfes in Brujfels^ ( the Popifh 
Priejls in that City having gone about to the Fuhlick 
Houfes^ exhorting them to leave off their Irregularities) 
as he afliircs me they have wholly done the Mujick^ 
MdufeSj which were generally Houfes of ill Fame, iii 
AmflerJam in Holland ; from whence Monfieur Bonage 
has wrote to a Perfon in Ireland, to be informed what 
Progrcfs Religion hath made in that Kingdom fince So- 
ekties have been fet up in it, being, it ieems, defirous, 
as this Gentleman informs me, to engage himfelf in this 
Work in Holland: 

By a Letter from Smtzerland, dated in O^oh. 1 700. 
we were acquainted, That an Account of our Societies 
was tranfhted into the High- Dutch Language j and that 
they were making fome Progrefs in this Undertaking, 

And from Schafhaufen *twas wrote, Jan. ix. 1700^ 
That they rejoiced to hear of our Zeal ia England^ from 
an Account of our Societies, which was there translated j. 
and that they had Examples of the fame fort of Societies, 

From Germany we liave the following Account from 
Dr. Franks Divinity Profcflbr in the City of Hall in 
Saxony y Jan. zi. 1700. who writes thus to fome Per-. 

fons 



fohs in this Place : The eminent Succefs af your Vnder- 
takiniji hath heen m^de known in Germany, hy the Reve* 
tend Dr. Jabloiiski, Chjplain to the newly Crowned King 
of PruflSa, who hath tranjlated the Account of the Soci- 
eties out of Englifli into the German Ltmiuafie. Nor hath 
this Gentleman s Labours in it proved unfuccefsful : For 
hefides the Good it hath done to the Souls of many parti' 
cdar Perfons, who have heen awakened thereby to agre ater 
Concern for their Spiritual Edification^ it hath had a par^ 
ticular good Effeil at Norenburg, in that it hath mightily 
put forward and encouraged a Society, confifting of a great 
Number of Citizens^ who had fome time before began to 
meet at each others Houfes upon a Religious Account^ and 
from a fi nee re Defire of the Truth; as a very worthy Per^ 
fon hath^ by the Rejueft of them all^ acquainted me^ &cc^ 

From Rotterdam^ the famous Monfieur Jurieu hearing 
of thefe Societies, takes notice, in a tranfporting man- 
ner, in a Letter to a Divine in London^ That amidft the 
many Societies that were in the World about the Con- 
cerns of Gold and Silver, and for bringing the Wealth 
of the Indies into other Countries, he had at laft heard 
a moft reviving Account of pious Peffons united in very 
fuccelsful Methods for the Extirpation of rice and Pre^ 
phaneneJSy and the bringing down of the Riches of Hea- 
ven; for which he prai fes G3d, and conceives great 
Hopes from hence, that thofe happy Days may enfue to 
the Chriftian World which holy Souls fo ardently defire 
and long for. 

Monfieur 0/?(?rW^ (the learned Author of that exqellent 

Book, intitled,^ Treat ife concerning the Caufes oftheprefent 

Corruption of Chri/lians^ and the Remedies thereof j tells 

us, in a Letter dated Jpril the 6th^ 1701. from the 

, Principality of NeufCaflle ^ That lie had printed off 
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tlKre an Accufunt of our Societies ; and that fiace that 
was done, the Pious Defigns formed in England were 
there approved, ^c. And April the nth 1701. lie 
again fays, That their Confiftory being laft Week 
anembled, refolved to buy up foaie hundreds of the 
printed Copies of the Account of the Societies ; and that 
they were fent to all the Confiftories of that State, 
in order to difpofe them to a Reformation of Manners^ 
and to the fetting up of Schools ; and tliat the Magi- 
atrsitcs o( l^eufCaJlle were addrefled to by them for 
Orders and Laws againft Fice and Immoralitj^ which they 
had already obtained. 

* 

A Gentleman at St. Galle^ in his Letter bearing date 
the i^th of May 1701. writes to his Friend in England^ 
That the fetting up of Societies was recommended to 
a large Synod of Divines, at their late Meeting at Zu- 
rich^ as the l!)?fl: Expedient for the engaging Men to a 
Religious courfe of Life : That the Accoiint of our Reli* 
gious Societiesy which was tranflated and printed at J^/«- 
richy was much cnquiretl after : That Orders had been 
givqn from other Protejlant Cantons^ for the buying up 
lome Numbers of them : That Monficur ScLerer had 
put kito the German Language the Account if the Soci^ 
eties for Riformatim of Manners^ which was there in 
the Prefs, and he hoped vv^uW be }vinted ofFin a few 
Days ; that 'twas intended to be Dedicated to the States j 
and that Care was taken to make it known all over 
Germany. In which Country the Pious Do(3:or Cramner^ 
this Gentleman fays, expreffes a great Zeal to fet for- 
ward this Work in his Univerfity. 

Morfieur de Moos writes from Malans^ in the Country 
oFthe Grijmsy Sept. %%. lyoi. That at an Ailcmbly of 
Divines tliat met at Jju in that Country the fccond of 

that 
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that Month, a very Advantageous Account of ourDe- - 
figns of Refhrmatioff had been given them ,• that they 
would be laid before their Synod when they met ; and 
that they defigned to appoint a Perfon of Learning and 
Piety to begin and continue a Correfpondence .with one, 
of our Societies in England. 

And from the fame Country the. celebrated I^dy, 
Madam Horteufia de Salis^ whom you find honourably 
mentioned in the Bifhop of Salishrys printed Letters .^ 
of Switzerland^ in her Letter dated at Cleft the tenth of 
March 1702. thus writes: / cannot fuffickntly declare^ 
boiv great a Veneration is had for the Church of England^ 
the King, and the Illuftrious Society^ in this Country^ hy . 
all^ in ^rtieular by the Clergy. They are every where 
prayed for y and rememhred^ as incur Hearts^ fo in all 
our Pulpits alfe. 1 trufl in God (tiys fhe) that as be had - 
always /w MofesV, Lots, a^d Szmuch^ that with-helJ 
his Wrath^ &c, 5^ he will njiv^ in our DaySy raife up 
many Jfncere Chr/Jlians^ who, If the Example of the Church ^^ 
of England, and of the Illuftrious Society, will le en^ 
cmraged to promote the Good^ and punifh the Bady accor^ 
dmg to the Laws and Cufloms of every Cvuntry. 

Ah Envoy Extraordinary from one of the greateft .^ 
Princes of Europe^ to the Swifs Cantons^ writes in thcx'e . 
Terms to an Englifh Gentleman, in a Letter dated at 
BE RSf^ Septemh. 10. 170 1. I have difcowrsd with the . 
principal Perfons of this Church and State ^ and all of them ..^ 
lle/S God for the Siu:cefi wherewith he has Crowned the 
X.eal of your Holy and Religious Society, and ar£ all of 
them enclined to enter into aCorrtfponaence^ &c. 

A Peifoi of great Reputation in iSw/z^r/W acquaints 
us, •5f/>^ 1 8, 170I, That Monfieur Anjilkn^ who hath 
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^ CommiiTion to the Protejiant Cantons from the King of 
Denmark^ has by Letterts to his Correfpondents recom- 
mended this Work at Berlin; and that a Propofal was 
there made for Tranflating the Account of the Societies 
for Reformation of Manners^ into the Danifh and Sweedijh 
Languages ; and that a Defign was there laid of letting 
up and carrying on of Societies in Denmark and Sweeden^ 
by means of tliefe Tranflations. He goes on thus in 
the fame Letter.: The Societies in England are in Juch 
Efieem in thofe Parts^ that on thefixtb of Nov^ember, 
1 701. {their general appointed Fa^-Day^ they publickly 
prayed for the Prefervation of them in all the Proteftant 
Churches in that Country. I hope there is no Englifli- 
man that hath the leaft Sparks of Love to bis Native 
Country^ hut will have in Honour thefe incomparable iSocie- 
ties : If there are any People fo impudent^ as to fpeak 
difrefpeitfidly of them^ let them look to it^ that it doth 
not one time or other fare with them^ as novo goes with'^^QiH 
Adverfary of the Societies he means^ at Zurich, who^ I 
am toldy is fo afhamed of his having oppofed usy fince all 
honefi Men are on our fide^ that he is refolved to leave his 
Native Country^ and go with his Family into feme Foreign 
Parts. Thefe unparallelVd Societies in England are not 
only to he regarded for the Honour they bring to their most 
happy Nation^ hut far more for the unfpeakahle Good that 
they caufe to the Church of ChriH hoth at home and abroad^ 
and annunciate a more illuflrious ft ate of the Church of God 
that is expelled by the Converfion of Jews and Gentiles. 
Thefe are his Words, and he adds further thefe follow- 
ing : thus^ dear Sir, we now find that all the Helvetick 
and Rhetick Churches are entirely difpofed to propagate 
Chriftian Knowledge, punifh Vice, and promote true Ple- 
nty, as the HonouraWe Society invite them to. 

Monfieur 
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Monfieur Brink^ Chaplain to the Ring of De»mark^ 
wrote, March z. 1 701, to a Reverend Divine in this King- 
domj to fend him the Books relating to Reformation here, 
in order to his (etting forward the fame Defign in that 
Kingdom J which was accordingly done ; whofe Endea- 
vours therein, we have reafon given us to hope, are by 
this time advantageoufly aflifted by feveral publick Mi- 
nifters at that Court: And we underfland, that there 
hath been fome Months paft tranfmitted into SweeJepf^ 
and feveraJ other Countries, the Books of Reformation^ 
for the promoting of the Defign of them likewife in thofe 
Countries. 

Mr. Peter Zeller^ a very eminent Minifter in ^Zurich 
in Switzerland^ in a Letter of his, dated Fek 6. 1703. 
does in very afle<3ionate Terms exprefs their common 
Efteem of the pious Societies here, and their Expedlati- 
ons of great Advantages to England^ and to the Church, 
©f Chrift from them. And having mentioned the fre- 
quent Earthquakes in and about Rome^ which he thinks 
may be Tokens of God's Difpleafure to thofe Places r 
He adds his Opinion, that he thinks God is pleafed to 

vouchfafe ^o our Nation the happy Prefages of prof-^ 

perous Times, in the Rife and Succefs of thofe Societies,^ 
by whofe means Rejigion and Virtue is very much ad* 
vanced both in our Own and other Nations. 

Monfieur Scberer^ in a Letter of his from. Sangali^^ 
of Jan. 26. 1703. afliires us of the reviving^of Piety 
among them, by the report of what is done here by 
our Societies^ which are concerned in Religious Affairs. 

And laftly, A Gentleman of great CharacJter at Ber- 
lin^ in a Letter dated Feh. xj. 1704. acquaints Us, That 
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there were printed in that City Two Thoufand of our 
little Difcourfcs, that have been difperfed in EnglanJ in 
great Numbers by the Members of our Societies, which 
^re Tranflated into other Languages : That the Soldier s 
Monitor^ written by Dr. Woodward^ was C to ufe tlie Gen- 
tfcman-s own Words) diftributed ^mong the Sol- 
diers in their Garrifon by the General's Order ; that the 
KiiTg of Prufia being prefented with it by one of his Bi- 
iliops, and having read and approved it^ (as did likewife 
his Privy Council,) has already given, or will foon give 
Orders ro have a confiderable Number of them printed 
for the Benefit of his Soldiers j that fome of them were 
^given to the Prince of Gotha^ who went from hence the 
other Day to the King of Sweeden^ to whom he promifed 
togivc an Example; and at the fame time he was well 
-ftflured, that his Majefty would be ib well pleafed with it, 
that lie would give Orders to have his Army fupplyed 
with the fame, and more efpecially, fiocc. there w^ bound 
with it, the Difcourfe againil Swearing ; for which Vice 
in particular his Sweedijh Majefty has a great Averfioo* 
The Soldier s Monitor^ to which is added, the Difcoui^ 
againft Sweari»g^ he lays, is likewife tranflated into the 
M^fcovite Ijinguage, and is defigped to be recommended 
to the Emperour, to his Czarijh Majefty, and likew^ife 
to the Queen of Tdai^d (to whom he gives the Epithets 
of fiws and Virtuous) who would be apply 'd to> to dii^ 
perfe it throughout the Saxm Army, ^c. 

I could liave metiticned another Kingdom wherein our 
Endeavours of Reformation of Manners leem to liave had a 
very great Influence : But this I forbear, upon fome 
Confidcrations at prefent ; and the rather, fince the Par- 
ticulars I have given yo0 are, I conceive, not only fuffi* 
cient to convince you ftilly, that the Succefs of our Me* 
thods of Reformation here, have given OccafiOD to Per* 
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ions of the Nations bcforementioned, to whom an Ac^ 
count of our Proceedings herein have reached, to fet a- 
bout the fame Work ; and tliat it will influence more of 
•thofc Nations that are remote when it is known to them, 
by the Tranflations of the Account of the Societies into the 
more general Languages (jhzt are already perfed:ed, or 
are, we hear, carrying on) but may moreover give you 
occafion to think, that theiPi^ovidence of Almighty God 
hath, in a particular manner, favoured this Defjgn, efpe- 
cially when you confider, how, and by what means it 
was begun, and hath been carried on ; and that by his 
Bleffing it will prevail over the Oppofition made to it 
from either its publick or private Enemies. 

a 

m 

And now, 5/r, give me leave to fay. Can it become 
any that would be reckoned Cliriftians, that have this; 
great Affair laid before them, to be unconcerned whe- 
ther thefc Attempts which have been fo fuccefsful 
for the beating down of Prophanenefs and ^/cf, which 
have fo fpread in the World, be carried on not only 
in thefe Three Kingdoms, and in our Neighbour- 
ing Nations, but through the Chriftian World; whe- 
ther the Caulc of Religion or the Dcvifs Intereft pre- 
vails, to (land Neuter at a time when their Felbw Chri- 
ftians are fuccefsfuUy engaged in the Defence of our Reli- 
gion againft its Enemies, in their bold Attacquesuponit; 
and frequently with the Hazard of their Lives,- as lately at 
May- Fair ^ where fome brave Souls were wounded, and 
one Conftable was barbaroufly murdered, in the Sight of 
the Sun, and almoftin the Face of the Court, by a Com- 
pany of Soldiers, who, to the Number of above Thirty^ 
as isdepofed upon Oath, fell upon the Civil Officers, and 
their Afliflants, with their Swords in their Hands, and 
Oaths and Execrations in their Mouths, without any 
Provocation, whilft the Gonftables, with thofe that 
•affiiledthem, were endeavouring to prevent the abomi- 

C nable 



hablo Oiibrdcrs thafwere there commlttecl. in ObedT- 
cnce.to the Commands of Hqt Majefly; and by immedi*- 
ate Dircdion from the Jufticcs of the Peace of that 
County. 

But,5/r, to fpeak \^ith a little more freedom toyoii, 
tan you think it eitlier juftifiible or honourable for on^ 
under your Character to fatisfic your fcff with talking 
gravely and judicioufly a^ainft the Impieties of the Age, 
with. 4>eaking kindly of thofe that are concerned irt the 
Suppreffing of them • or even with ailing fo faintly in 
this matter, as to difcourage any that may be concerned 
with you in it from the Profccution of it j and to f|>eak 
plainly, to contribute, by your Neutrality or Lukcwarm- 
nefs, to the giving of Boldnefs and Strength to theOp- 
pofers of this Urtdertaking, and in'conle^ence, I doul)t^ 
to the fhedding of the Blood, and to the utter kuirie of 
fome of tlie befl 1Subje(5ls to the Government, if 
hot fome of the bcft Chriflians in the Mation, w^io, I am 
told, are fo far from being difcouraged (the heartieft of 
them I meanO by the Oppofition ana Sufferings they met 
with from the Enemies of Reformation^ (who have a frcfh 
Occafion given tliem to confidcr, of whom the Blood 
that is already ined, and that which may l)e fpilt in' the 
Work q^ Reformation^tmy h^ required) tliat they fcem 
to be aflimated thereby with greater Zeal for thdr God, 
as tlie Martyrs of old were by the Death of their Fcllow- 
Chiiflians. Noj fiirely this is a time for all that carry 
the Face of Cnriftians, to exert the utnioft of their In* 
terefl: and Authority, to join their Heads, Hearts, Hands> 
afidPurfcs, in t his NobleXJnder taking. ' 

This thcreforq^is what I moft earnefUy recommend to 
ypUy that you would beef the happy Number of thofe 
that give their hearty and zealous Auiftance in this pious 
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Ent^rprize, wlierctn the Honour of Almighty God and 
tlieGood of the World feem to be fo much concerned, 
and thereby become a Beriefadx)r to Mankind. And that 
youmay not be difcouraged from Engaging in it for want 
of Diredion how to promote it,. I havciherewidi fent you 
fuch Miterials as may enable you to fee about it with 
great Advantage after you -U^veiiiimbly fijpplicated' the 
Divine Dire<3:ion and Aid in fo weighty an Affair ^ and 
which will, I conceive, leave you with lefeExcufe, if yon 
do not in fonie mcafure what you /liall conclude, upon 
your moil folcron Deliberation upon this Propofal, it 
behoves you to do therein. 

' You have, 5ir, firft of all, in the Accwnt of the Societies 
for ReforwatiM of Manners in Eaghnd and IreJand,which \ 
liave fent you, a Narrative of the Beginning and Succej^ 
c^ the Endeavours if Reformation^ and a genera! Scheme 
of the Vndertakingy with n PerfwafiVe to Men of ail 
Hanks and Dencminations ; and a particular Addrefs to Mi- 
^fiers and Magrfirates^ wlio have their fpecial Obligati* 
£)ns kid before them to be zealous in it : To which ^re 
added. His Majefty's Proclamation againfl Frofbanenefs 
and f^ice^ and t;he AS of Parliament againfl: propl>anc 
Spearing and Curjing^ which Minifters are to read four 
times a Year in their Churches and Cliafppete ; and an 
Ahfirail of the Laws which Magiftrat^s are ta Execute 
for die Suppreffiog of Prophanenefs and Dehauchery^ &c, 
^ And in the little Book, call'd, A Heip to Refffrmation^ he- 
- fides the. Proclamation^ J^ of Parliament, and Ahfira^ 
beforementioned, (which are printed for the the Ufe of 
* Magiftrates and Minifters) Magiftrates have Forms of 
Warrants^ and oi* aRegi/ler in thofe Cafes ; Inferior Offi- 
cers have Inftrudtions laid bcfore-them for tlieir Executing 
of their Office with tl^e ^greateft Advantage; and Pri- 
^^vat?e Pccfons h^vo Pn^deniial Rules for the giving of In- 
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formations^ and the raifing of Societies; which Sbcieiies^^ 
I muft obfcrve to you, have been, from the Beginning 
of this^Undertaking, and will ftill be, the great Engines- 
for the carrying of it ork: -And that tliereibre the mofl,- 
confidcrable Service that can generally te done in it, 
will be, in the Forwi^gof Societies ; Infomuch, that rhis^ 
Work will fcldom fail . to go on too flowly, and not 
without fome Obftrudipn in that place where there is 
not a Society of this kind j but much more eafily, flea- 
dily and fuccefsfully, in any Town or Village where^ 
there is one in or near it, tho' it confifts but of a few 
Perfons. I have likevt if^, •$*/>, . fcnt you fome Blank War^ 
rants for particular Offences, which thofe that give In- 
formations are to keep by them, and to fill them up 
when they have any Informations to give againft any 
propliane and vicious Perfons, with the Offenders Names, 
Offences, Places of Abode, ^c. and to carry them thus 
fijjed'^p to the Magiftrates ; and being figned by them 
alkr their Informations are taken upon: Oath, to fend or 
/carry them to the bed difpofed O^nftables to be executed^ 
lor t!ie Eafe of Magiftrates and their Glerks, who when 
tiiey happen to be no hearty Friends to tl>efe Proceed** 
ings, will have the lefs occafion to be prejudiced againft 
them, and. confequenlly uill the Ms difcourage 
them, when they have not the Trouble of fo much 
as writing, filling up, or fending out of a Warrant. 
You have moreover fcnt you {otnc Lifts of the Names 
of a vaft Number of LewJ and Diforderly Perfnns^ be- 
fides Common Swearers^ DrunkarJsy &c. who, by the Di- 
ligence chiefly of only one Society of Perfons, who ap- 
ply themfelves principally to the Suppreffing of LcwJ' 
and Infamous Houfes^ have been brought toPunifltment 
in or near the City of London. By which you may be 
more fenfible, ^^hat a horrid Nurfery of Prophanenefi and< 
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Dehauchery^ what a Sink of Vncleanne^ this City would 
havebcen^and vvhatground we ha veto believe, thstL^^^- . 
tkufftefi and L religion would havemoreand more prevailed 
in this Nation, had it not been for the Endeavours of the 
Societies; and that you may be more fully convinced 
with what more Advantage Men proceed in Societies, 
than they cun poflibly do alone j tho* I ani apt to think, 
that the Cafuifls will not tell you, that Men are not to 
ad fingty at fuch a Jun(5ture z^ this, for the Suppreffing 
of the publick Dlflionour of the tJante^ the Day^ and 
the Laws of G^j/, when they can't find any to unite Mith ; 
that they are not to endeavour to do that Good that is 
in their Power to do^ becaufe they can^c do as much 
Good as tliey would. I mufl: add, that yoq may like-^ 
wife very much promote this Work, by Influencing of 
Magiftratcs to do their Duty vigoroufly herein ; by 
furthering in as many. Places as you can the Qioice of 
good Officers in Corporations, who will have a fence* 
of the Obligations tint their Oath and Office lay them 
under, to endeavour to be ferviceable in this Matter f 
and by letting Con ftables know how great a Power they 
have for tiie SupprciBng all pubtick Diforders of this- 
kind : And by endeavouring, by your felf a^nd Friends, 
to encline them to exert their Power, in going about 
into Streets, Markers, and other Publick Places, orr 
Week-Days, for the taking up o[^ Drunkards ^ Sivearers^ &c. 
and carryinjg. of them before Magiftrates ; and on the 
Lord's-Day^ by Infpeding into JPublick-Houfesv for the 
preventing oi Tt fling ; and by taking up of Drovers^ 
Carriers^ &c. that travel dn that^ay, arid fiich as car- 
ry their Wares or Goods about the Streets to their Cu- 
ftomers, or are found at unlawful Sports and Pajiimer^ 
as they are direded in the Helj> to Reformation. One 
^ or two Conftables that fliall thus excrcife their Office, 
will be able very much, if not wholly, to prevent aJr 
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D'.fottlers of this kind, in mod Cities and Corporations 
of the Nation. I am afliired, that in divers Corpora- 
tions of this Kingdom_, as \ve]I as in Ireland^ Ji^ligious 
Men have voluntarily taken the Conftable^ Office up- 
on them, for the more cffecStual carrying on of this 
Defign. Herein then your Endeavours are like to be 
moie fcrviceable than in any other thing that f can 
eafily inftrn.e, untefe it be in the promoting of the 
' ♦Stff ^i&/y//- * gtving of hjcrmattons againfl Offenders, or in the 
cnant 9f tht x\\{y(\^ Scdcties ; by wAxich Societies mapy proper Aflea- 
^''1^^^^ wiM be thought of, and this Under taking be put 

, wlfM^n, upon the mofl Lifting Foundation. And thelfe are the 
. jiw/ifEng. ]\jethcds which we find recommended by the Lord 
Irthnd, %. ATciibifliop of Canterhury^ in his Circular Le:ter^ dated 
38,591*60* ^^;c// 4. 1699. in which the Bifliops of that Province, 
^'; in their joint Letter concurred, f The remarkable 

B/^'^'t/ Words of which Letter are tliefe : Every phtts Perfon of 
Caiiterbu- the Laity JhotiUy if need he^ he put in Mind^ that be 
r cfsCircu' f.^yfj^ fQ ^/;/^| himfelf obliged to ufe h's left Endeavours 

t7theBi' to have fucb Offenders punijhed hy the Civil Magiftrates^ 

, jhopf of his as can be no othervoife, amended j and that when he hears 

' J"J^'' ^' his Neigbhour Swear, or Blafpheme the Name of God, 

* ' ' or fees him offend i/i Drunkennefs, or Prophanation of 

• the LordVbay, he Mght to give the Magi ft rate Notice 

of i\ In fUch.a Cafe to he called an Informer, ivjH he fh 

, jar from making any Man odious in the Judgment of foher 

Perfons^ that it will, fend to his Honjur^ mljen be makes 

it appear hy his unh/ameahle/Behaviow^ atd the Care that 

'he takes of hinifeif and his Family^ that be dcrfh it purely 

for theGhry of Go J ^ and the Good of his Brethren. Such 

uweS^difpofed Perfons ,04 are refolved upon tbis^ fhould he 

' tiicouraied to meet as (ft en, as they can^ to co-tfJh bow they 

P.may^^oJf difcreetly and effefi^aily manage it injhe Places 

livhere f hey live, ilerc then Miiiifitrs are. obliged by 

their'Biiliops ta put 'the Laity iii Mmd of giving of In- 
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forrridtiom to' Nlagiftrdtes againfl Prophanencfs ami 
Vice, ns A m After vf Outy^ and an hi^fwtralk thhrr^ ; 
aiiti to enoiirage them X6 meet frequtrtitly fogether ; 
and to cbnfti^t imv they miy difcrtetly artd eftedualJy 
minage it in the places where they Ii\7e. And in tlie 
foifrrli l^age bf this Letter^ the C/frgy are direfted to 
iTi vire the Church V^T'ardeits of the'lr fe vera! Pariflies, and 
cfcher pions Perfons amofng the Laity, to join with them 
ifi die Execution of the frtoft proibable Methods that 
can be fiiggefted for the candying on a Refbrn?iition of 
^^a^ners ; and we are told, that from (uch Meetings 
we may expeS: happy EffeSts. And in the fame Pare 
*tis obferved/ that from fuch Meetings happy Advances 
have been already made to*A^rds a Reformation of Man- 
tie J, which is exprefled in thete Terms ; Frtm the vi- 
jihle Succefi of that iJuhle Zeal wherewith fo many about * London 
the great * Cities in my t^eighbourhootl do promote true '*»^ W'eft- 
Fieiy^ and a Refrmaiion of Manners. 

And in his Grace's Letter to the Arch-Deacons and 
riie reft of the Clergy of the Diocefs of St. David ^ 
piibliihed the latter end of the laft Summer, 170;. . 
his Grace was pleafed to exprefs himfeK* in thefe Terms, 
* Tiiere area great many Religious and Worthy Perfons '^■'' ^^'^' 
*'in niany Parts of the Kingdom, who do ftillmake it can^c^^^^^ 
" their Bufinefs to Promdte the Execution of good Laws : ryV utter 
^ And I hope any little Indifcretion which may happen ^.^^^^^ ^[^ 
*^ among fome few of them, will not be made a handle ^AnLocn- 
"to difparnge all fuch UibfulProceedings. And tho* I ^''"^ '"'•^''^-' 
*' am fctifible that it is not meeriy the Fear of the Lavv at/fo/th 
*■ which muft make People true Chriftians, yet, how-D/Wr/> cf 
" e\''er, great Good may be done by fuch Means, thro' ^^- ^•^^'''^ 
'' GodV Blefling : And they who at the firft are reftrdined ^' ^' *""• 
" from doing Evil out of Fear of Puniftiment, may become 
** Virtuous upon more Spiriiuil Motives. Likcwife ma ny 
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** Temptations may be removed out of the way, efpeci- 
*' ally of Young People, niuch open Scandal and Diftio- 
^* nour to God and our Holy Religion may be prevented : 
**.And we have alfo Reafon to hope, that if the Edge of 
'* the Law, and the Authority of the Magiftrate, be 
*' turned againft Impiety and Immorality, God will not 
** look upon our Sins to be National ; and fo we may 
*^prev,ent thofe Judgmeats which otherwife they would 
** bring, upon us: For thefc Reaibns, I think, you will 
*^ do God, and pur Church, and Nation, good Service^ 
^*Mf you will make it your Endeavour to give the World 
"all the Marks of your Refped: of thofe Worthy Ma- 
" gifirates, or other Gentlemen, and alfo of Inferiour Per- 
"lons whom you iec Zealous in theCaufcof God and 
.*' Religion, and excite others to follow their Example. 

Now then, Sir^ you fee the Undertaking I recommend 
to yoii to engage in, is called by our great Metropolitan, 
the Caufe ot God and Religion : And you havcf more-* 

, over the declared Judgment before you of moft of our 
Learned Prelates concerning our giving of Informations, 
and our aHociating for the confultir^ upon the 

'mofl probable Methods oi Reformation ^ and their 
Judgment with the beforeraentioned. Approbaticxi 

-of Societies, (publifhed in the Account of the Socie- 
ties for Reform^ii^n of Manners^ of fo many Perfons 
celebrated: for Wildom, and in high Stations in the 

; Church, and State, who htfve herein not: only declared 
their Opinion, That the Defign of pitting /^^ Penal- Laws 

^in Execution^ for the f up pr effing of Prophap^nefs ^«^/ 
Debauchery, is for the Honour <f Almightj GoJy and 
tCi^Js to thj? Advancement of . Fiet^y t- and yirtue^ air:d. the 
puhlick Good both of Church and StMe^^ and cannot fail 
Qf being approved by all good Me\i:.i.But that the Method 
liiewijj^ i^ajthe carrying (f it on by Societies^ is most 

proper ^ 



^6per^^ mJ^ with the Bleffipfg of Go J attenJif% it^ h Ji^efi 
likely to prove effectual for tbt promoting a Reformation of 
^ Manners. Thefe things, I fay, will afford you aq Af- 
Bument to ftop the Mouths of fuch Perfons as either 
from unhappy Principles, or their Unwillingnefs to^ijc 
" reformed themfelves, m^y be endeavouring to raifc Ob- * ^. 
jedions againft the giving of Informations, 'and i\\^Tri!a\nd 
Meetings of pious Perfons, to concert the moft advifeWe Panijhment 
' Methods of Suppreffing Propha^enefs and Fice^ and the ^^f^^X 
Promoting of Piety and J^irtne^ which: we caU;in pth?r ^sinrflhk 
'iCcrri[i% Societies for Reformation of Manners. ' -■ *" kind,' Three 

^ . Biir if thefe things will notfilence them, you may then ^h/'olu^^ 
•^sk them, whether they can in Truth tijink it dot^^- gewi rf # 
; come etibfe that pretend to have a Lbvefor God ^d their ^^^ ^?" 
; Neighl>otir, contentedly to bear, without taking any Np- ol^^^^^' 
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/tice of it, fuch a multitude that call themfelves Ciwftta{v, /»»»j'i«'/7 

ufing, ; without Fear or Shame, the moft horrid Qathsfr^^^^^ 

"^rtd Execrations in their ordinary C^nverfati^n, even lVT cfc/^ 

'imf?recatin2 Damnation oh themfelves. and othet s^. as >J*'^^*^<>*' 

*an Ortiamenf of Speech.; to, fee Driinkenuffs X^^^^ctUtmt^ 

\nong them for good Humour, zn^LewJneJs. fojr at Maid- 

^good Breeding •, P^ilkk ' flmfes^ to become NelU for ^^"^» ^*^ 

diforderly and profligate Perfons , or Stews for thcXv/^^' 

Entertainment of Mens Lufts in all parts of the '«^^^. >Ai 

Nation j * Sodomites ( who have been but* i^rely heard ^^^j^^"'* 

of irt this Nicion till the lall; Age) to have tlieir z^jmcewewsu 

pointed Places of Meetijig for tiieir admg iheir abpm^* h-t^ugbt f 

nable Vtllantes, and to encreafe their Numbers j and ^^''j^^^ 

Herds of LeivJ iVomen to be continually foliciting o( this kind in 

Men to Lewdnefs in the open Streets; the LonPs-^DayY^^^^^^ 

prophaned in the moft impudent manner, by Mt:\^ t^/rJ* i^^r-je 

following of their Trades or ordinary Callings, even ^^^ ^{('^9 

keeping open Market* on it, or fpending it in Gaming, I'^^f^^^ri 

"^iplirg, and Excefsi in fliort, to fee their GOO | u i «^rr.r^ ' 
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flid on, &etr TMi^on j^ofefledly attacked, and Hxaiur^ 
tildes t>f Sotils thm to ^o oin in a fuU Caricre to iie- 
ibnlftimt, end their Gotirirry thereby to be in manifeft 
•danger df hctng rained, when 'tis io much in^thefar 
IPttwer, in thb haj)py Junfture more efpccially, to pit- 
^irent t^efe Endrmities, which arfc attended with uich 
dreutful 0)nlcquences, by their joining then* Affi/lanc;c 
wifhtheor Fdbw-Chriftrans, in furthering the Execucioir 
^ the known Laws of the Land lu^ainft them, which &> 
ffNmy Thou&nd Magiftrates and Inferior Officers haiae 
Oaths and Trufls upon them to ice executed, (how ^ 



.f • c - 



fatfyfoever the generality of them have negfedied kt)t 
And, 00 the other fide, whether it is not a n[K)ft deii«^ 
Btfaletlung, and of mighty Advantage to Religion, that 
the frei^eft Temptations to the Sins, to which Men ai^e 
either accuftomed, or have a natural Propenftty to, fliouf^ 
be taken as much as mav be out of thf^ir way, and the 
Avenues to them (lopoecL that we might converfe widi. 
«ur Neig^ibottrs^ oratleaftgoabroadin the World, with- 
•ut the greateft dmger of woundingpurConfciences, or 
ef being laugh^ at and fcorned for behaving our felves 
u becomes Quiftians ; to hive Men retrained from an 
kfle and. vicious Oxirfe of Life, and be thereby brought 
to take up with honed and uferul Employments j^ to have 
Ae Jjorift-iay and other publick Fafi-days obferved in g 
iilemn and doc manner; to have Stem rooted out, and 
the Streets cleanfed from lewd and impudent WomeQj 
and deteftable Sodomites^ that infeft them ; tohaveMefs^ 
ftftrained from broaching horrid 5/j^Ae*ww, from/rf- 
^ane Swe:iting and Curing ; to have Men. kept from do- 
friving themfelves of their Reafon, and from making. 
themfelvesBeafts^by excej/ive DriMkifig,; to have publick 
Houfcs kept within their true and reafonablc Ufe and De- 
figri ; from being^Receptaclcs for Perfonsto fpend their 

Time 
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tOiftiineTthemfclves, and beggar thqir- FafijiliteS by'thdif 
^>tafhmiefi :2fsi Dekutehery ; to liave tHe moll' abcftni^- 
hk D^ders, .the execrable Impietiis of onr raoff fcah- 
d9k>m.Play^fA$^s^ thofe Nurferics of Vice and Prw 
phaflcfafs; ( u^riihicr ourNbbiHty and Gentry ate f6 ire*' 
qoeotly fcnt^ tcy learn tlteir AccpmpIMKnrerits* in their 
younger/Years } fupprcfled; to ihave'ReJi^ioa deliveredf 
from the Contempt that prophane and ^vicious Men liavtt 
|b imich brou^t upon it'by tfieir Impunity, and pubUd^ 
Conntenancem their open and infelent Viototitttt t)f it 5 10 
have their wickedCombfnations broke, atri frecjp^ aisd| 
pobfick Examples, of Prbphaneneis and Vice taken 
fwblickView^ National Sms (that bring Narioiwi/Judi^ 
meiitts) fiipprcferd,yirtiie appear honotii^bl(i*hddie6raibte; 
Vice infemoiis and deteftable ^ ind iaftly,\M6n brought 
to. a Regard to Sacred things, to Cbflfderapoi^^an^- a fe^, 
nDUsJBnqBiry^fnco theNatui* of ReKgionj .and in jtitijc^, 
Wlb Qod^s Kcffing, to the Lovie of it, and ; tfiiis. 
by the diie Execution of the Penal-liiws againftfir^j^, 
fihmmfi and ' DtBaueberj^ in Conjunfitron with all th^ 
other jMdUS^ and proper Methods; as qH If^ru£thn^ Admjh 
^rnkim^ Refifwf; of difpcrfihg of Bods for ^thb awak^nin^ 
hfefl to- a fenfe of their Sins, and eomcertt fpr their Soul^ 
die excitatJg them to Fdfnify Duty; and the promoting, 
the Ed^catim of Poor Children iti ike ' Ptinqplei^ qf 
fleligion, ®c. that are taken by the Societlesf^|^ 
eiKi When' they have - allowed /'thefe thi^^^^ 
highly idcfirat)le^ and deceflSiry; af th^^yplMk^ ia^ 

ibme meafure effected, ' or at' leaitt fome 6th<&r e^traoi'div 
nary Methackare- fet on foot then are at pfefent purfur 
ed^'thfcre appears^no probability that the T?de of Wick* 
ednefiP will-be ftdpped, and Religioft 'flourifli among us J . 
y((^niay ifhen as^<: tliem furtiier, • \vhcriief thefe thingsarc 
netiwhiit the Sociecies* forRciforrnation'idoiiot^onfy di- 

D % redly 



redly purfuc, but have fo much already promoted • that 
IjowbacJ foever our State is with refpeii to tbefe Mat- 
ters, yet that 'tis undoubtedly far better, generally fpeak- 
iog, than 'twas when thefe Endeavours begun, when we 
were Under fuch unhappy Circumllances, (which I for- 
bear to mention^ that if this Undertaking had not been 
fet on foot, we were, I qonceive, likely tahave been one 
of the mod debauche4 Nations in Principles and Pradicc^ 
perhaps in die Chriftian World. If they will deny thefe 
things^ which they will not witliout great Imm'odefty, 
you may^tlien defi.re them honeftly to give you their 
Reafohs foV tlieir contrary Sentiments, rather than fccret- 
iy to raife Prejudices againft this Defign; and illiat they 
would alfo at the fjime time propofe, as is, I th?nk, rea- 
fonabk they ftouU do, other more Chriftian and Pra<5tt- 
cable Methods for the retrieving of Virtue and Religion 
ampn^gus, which, as they are profefled Ghrifttans, they 
wiir allow to bcneceflary to be endeavoured in orfc way 
or other. And. if they can prove to you, ^hich they 
can never do, in Contradidton, I conceive, tohdly Writ, 
and the general Confent of Mankirxl to the contrary, 
that our Joining our Endeavours ip; a regular way, for 
the Suppreffihg of, Proplianeneis and Vice, And the 
promoting of ftel^ion by thp other beforeiiaeatiofied 
Methods, is not a Chriftian Undertakings it will ' 
then appear to you more reafonable and honourable for 
ilierfi either fecretly to undermine, or publickly tooppofe 
it, after it hatli moreover been decbred,by fo ma*iy Per* 
tons in Authority, to be for the publiipk good, bojtb of 
Church and State, and the mod likely Way of^proniotlng 
a National Reformation , and hath evidently proved lb 
fucccfsful ixr this end. But till this is.<lon€, they'muft 
give us leave to think, that fuch Perfons as, our of ^ Love 
to God and Man, are ernployed in cndeav^uriig, bylegdb 
' and pro(^er Methods, the prcventiVig the De^ruiStion of 

fo 
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fd great a Number of Soiils in our own and other Kln^- , 
doois, and of ^ National Judgments, are engaged in a blet 
fed 'Work; from which, 'tis to be hoped, that neither, 
their unaccountable Prejudices and Reproaches, nor the 
Difficulties and Sufferings which are brought upon them , 
by their Means, from profligatePerfons,in their difcharging . 
their Duty therein, wiM difcourage or deter them; and . 
that 'tis exceedingly much for the Honourof this Undcr-^ 
taking, that after fo many Thoufand Perfons ha^e been 
punimed for their wicked Pra(3:ices, and a far jgreater 
Number muft in;, all Reafon be /uppofed to have been re- 
flraihed^ in fome meafure at leaft, from their finfui In* 
dulgencies^witbin the2%*rif^if* Years tliat this 
been puirfuedy no Man, that I hear of, fince the firft Op- 
pofitioO'tp this EnterprUe in its Infancy, hatlj ventured 
his Reputation fo far, as to pubhfh with a Name, any . 
Objefl?l6ns-againftit, to tell us any ill Confcqueqccs thaJt,, 
it hath.produced to either Church df-StJate, to '^rh^rge-any s, 
Vices on thofethat have been employed in th^foriiiing 
iBitid carrying of it on, or Irregularities in their Conduct 
of this Undertaking, tho' in all this timc^ the Enemies. ' 
of Reformation have fureJy had a fuffident Opportunity . i 
to confideroftliefe Matters; fo that this"0e(ign ftands .. ; ^ 
at tfiis time :fo fair in all Rerpe(3:s with the World, that .* 
cvcii; fince the pwblick Approbation of the Societies by 
many of our Bilhops, &c. in the printed Account of, ^^ 
them 1698. and of almoft all the reft of them in,- 
tlieir Paftoral Letters beforemefttioned. one of that 
Reverend Body, the Lord Bifnop of Gloucejl^r^ \xx his I*'\^ 
printed Sermon preach'd to the Societies 16915J. tells JJ^vi!^ 
them, * That the Service they are employed in isincom- mm u the 

* paraUy the m^ll. noble and highly Praife- worthy that ^^^l^. '* 
\it could ba poflibte for them to be engaged ilft. And as m^r^Zvd r 

* for Jdabufiesof'ill G)niec|uences of their Societies ( he J'g^*^- 
/ %s ). he ^ever heard one' Wife Word 6id on rhat*^^*^^ 

Tq- 
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^ then profipUes th^greatcft. Ho|he t^ h%4:elKU<ib9d hath 
^ ftill Mercy in (lore (at^m^ is Jrom tlie exceilf ot Spirit* 
^ with which be hath endued fo great a.Nuinbtr. of good: 

* Chriftians among i^s^ for th^runaing down of WicJced4 
^nefe^by the niolt juftifiable Means^ in thck rerpec^ivc 

^ Stations ; and tfai? Encouragf^menfi tbat:i&s Majefty hith 

* given to them. 
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■7U urd The Lord BIfhop of Ely^ to :!vs SemMB) preBclnd .on 
Bf. ^Bifi the fame, ((fkn^ Occa^ioa;^ not only b^hly ootenended 
fiK«£apfl. encpuraged the Zeal of ihofe that are eogaiged in. 
fir Rtfir' Societies.' f^r the carrying 00 td a..R«fQniiMtioq, biiticl»> 

wJiw ^^^i Th^S ne ncvet lK>Kl,^hat any of the Perions 
Dfc. 39. " tl^at wpracpncmiqam the Work of RefomttticM^ wcte 
•7oo. " cliargeahjc w|th fiW ot the Vkfs .that they wew con- 

'Vcetpod laSapprgfluig j ai|(] that] th<q]r vvjBvcr M^n of 

"yiitue,.&!c.. an 

*\fi6us (Jncjer^l 

•T^ff Lifi "Hic Lord Bifliop of ^^lulmrjty in his Sermon preach'd ) 
Bt . ^Saiis- Afiircfe. 1 7 oq. )hatH thcs^ Ekpitlfionsi fp^kkigjof ; the Bnt^ . 
^ 'nihe^^^^^J^^^, ^ ^ietiei ; " It gives us? fomo fmali be- ; 
'j^K/rti«/#r**gInriings of Hop^ this.gEcat Qty, 

'^^^Vd^^^^- beeii fer^rfojln^^'^^ Spirit ftirrii^, that. 

Marrh'25. '* lo6k&like a Reylting,. as if our dry Bones could live • 
1 7oo.».ii, " again : Ble/Icd. be Qod ^ this 4oer of Hope which he is » 
a?, 28. «' ^jjyus oDening j and blpfle4 be.th^y pf th^Lord who have ► 
' ^ V offerta rheni^efves^^^^ wiUir^ly before Hira, and before all 
< - ^^ the^P^QpJie J their Nanifs ihajl be of a ^^od Savour in the > 
•* prefcnt,.and:in tlie.iijccedJi^ <xeoeratiao\ wiiObaw 
* " begun to iet* forward fo n^tite S . PeTi^, to: put* a ftop 
^ *' to fo. mapy ;viciou^^' Pf^i^s^! Jtnd; W raifei a ;SpiriDof ' 
' J^ '^ tru9 Piety ,a^cifgili^^ Tfeeife ar«vt1ieiS«i^^fth«Eirth; 
\ : ** clifi /V//^rj:pfftj^jh» iffik ipf,the:WalA:. . 

The 
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'The tord Blfhbpbf IC'/'C^fr/in'his preachy rt^^^H 

to the "Societies :v^;-c* ^a 1701. ^plied;.himfelf inthefej^^^^^^^ 
^erms fo the Perfbns conceVnecJ in the Refdrmatidn t^imn to the 
"Wanriers: " You who are concerned in Spciettes, on ^Jf**^^f^ 
***'piirpdfe for the prompting this rgreat ^nd noble D«-^^^^^ 
'" fign, havb,-n6 doubt, met with great Oppodtion^efpc- March 31. 
** daily when you firft entered upon it: but by fiL6w'7<>*- 
** much the greater that was, by fo much the greater 
^* will your Reward be. The moft difficult part of your 
•^ Work is already over, and your Pn^refs for the future 
** w:itt be daily' more eafie. You hjvc the Hearts and 
" Prayers of aU good Men with you • yea, the Almighty 
^ Lord and Goverriour cf the World is on your fide, 
•* Since it is his Caufe you have undertaken you need 
^ iioc fear, tho' all the Powers of &rth and Hell Jhoukl 
** be muttered up againft you. 'Go on therefore coura- 
** giouil^ in the Work you have fo happily be^un, and 
•* m which you have hitberta met witi Succefe beyond 
** your Hopes j many even of the moft remote Parts of 
^ the Nation have already followed you, and the reft 
^ when they ihall come td be better ajcxjuainted with it, 
^ may be influenced by your Example^ till by d^ees 
^^ fiich a general Reformation may infue, as may make 
* this a happy Nation, and may render y6ur Names fcwr 
" ever Blefled who have been the diicf Inftrumcnts of 
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The Reverend Dr. Kemet^ in \\\i S^rmbn preaclj'd ,.^ x)^. ' 
to tlic Societies hH Devemk 1701* fays thus: * Firm KennettV 

* Alliances and ftrong Confederacy was needfuintopMlI^^^.^^^^ 

* down the Empii^e of Sinand Wickednefs. A Mercy cifj Refgr^ 
*God that Men of Honour and Confcience fell into zmMtion, 

* happy Underftanding, and joined Hearts and Hands to^^*' 

* reduce the exorbitant Power of Satan. My Brethren, 1701. . ' 

* Divine Wifdom did diredt' you^-S^c Your voluntary 

' Societies--- 
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. . Societies to fiipprefs Vice a^id Immorality raifc nntthc 

* Jealcufie of your Governouris, they are v^ifer' and bet* 
"^ ter; they only raifethe £nvy of the Wicked, and tt« 

* Fury of Hell. The Devil and their earthly Fiends io 
^ know, that you have now an Army of Chriftians t^en- 

* gage their fprritual Powers, with all profped of Sue* 

* eels to your glorious Expedition. Your want qf 

/'greater Succefs Ha$ been ouing to the Obftrudtion and 

* C)ppofition .from the Adverlarics of God and Goodnefs, 
"* who have jwt St umMin^- Blocks^ and even Snares in 
'^Vour way---- — Tbfe Wonder is, that God fhould ble& 

tlie 
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•* ^/f i, to iiipprds Vic€zt\& Pro^hanfnifi^hzs fprqad intp 

* rriany Lanrds: ^The^fe^dra:! Account's iff our ^<:c}^t/ef, havic 
'/ been TranOared into' matiy -Languages :. The;good Ex- 

;*' ample -has 'been followed in (ome Foreign Paits^ froqii 
/ whence Letters hive been often fent hitherfrom Men qf 

* the highefl CharacSter, to extol this piiblick Spirit qF 
-^ our Nation, and;ta'pniy for the ' Almighty ^s Bleflinig qp 
^ it— Within a few" YeaK,i)y the working of this pullioJc 
'^ Spirit, a Muhitbd'e ftf'SFiririeriliave been reprov'd, and ^Q 

* appearance at lekft havef been reform *il; by a moderate 

* Calculation, no lefs than Thirty Thoufand Perfons havp 

* been convicfted ^dc prophane Swear hg anfi Curf^ng^ nrsu* 

* the fame Number of Levod and Diforderly Perfons have 
,* been brought to a merciful Punifliment, and were tliere- 

* by reclaimed from their Vices, or at kafl rcftrained 
'*from the publick Scandal of them, CS'f, Abrve One 
* * Hundred Thoufand B'joks cf Religion^' and Drjf\mfivef 
.^ from the Vices of the A^je have been given away. All 

* the Inhabitants of this City can )3tteit this Truth, that 
^* of !are Ye.^rs /Lfir//>ffj5\ind-/ ry^/u7>r^;iryjhnvel rx ly 

■ '■■'••••.'.. • ' ^ 
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* Clergy to countenance thofe Pcrfons of their Parifli, 
^ who have voluntarily engaged to carry on the Work; 

* jof Righteoufnefs and Judgment, of being Fellow- Workers 
Mir Converting of Sinners, and Saving of Souk 

The Lord Bifliop of Ox/W, in his Sermon preachU^^ ^^^ 
to the Societies for Reformation of Manners March, Bp!»f^Ox^ 
1702. hath thefe Expreflions : ' Since the Pcfign and ford'j Scr- 
VTendency of the 5(^«'^6«»/s taking our Nature upon r*,f ^/^ 
■ him, and of hi^ whole TranfaCTton m that Nature, w:as>Rif/jm^f/. 

* to extirpate Wickedneft and Vice, and promote. Purity. j»>/^''^''^^^'' 

* and HoIineftamong'Men, what an unfpeakable Comfort ^°* 

* and Encouragement mufl this DocSlrine afford to all 
^ thofe that arei ierioufly concerned in that Glorious At V 
^ tempt bf Reforrhing a loofe Age/ St^cr then fheJi'qrJ, 

* <?/ Exhortatioft^ and of Gonfoktion too, Ti? Brave an4 

* truly Heroick Souls ^ who have enter'd into a holy Coilr 

* fcderacy, not only againfl Flejh and Bloody but alfo, a^ 
^gaififl Principalities^ againfl Powers i^ agaiiffl the Rulers of] 
^»the Darknefi of this World ^ ^g^inft Spiritual WickeAnefk 

* in high places. 'Your Adverfaijies are numerous • an4 

* powerful, The Prince of the Power of the ^/a", with his 

* Rulers and Companies, and the Children of Difofhedienoe, 

* upon Earth, in whom he worketh^ all evil Spmts, and all 
^ wicked Men ; and from thefc ye muft expedir the moQi 

* vigorous and obftinate Oppofition : Butie notafraidof, 

* their Terrmrs^ remember, that the Battle is not yoiirs^ 

* but God's ; diat the Caufe in which you are eng^g'd 

* is his, to whofc abfolute Dominion Heaven, and Emb^^ 
*and Hell, Angels, and Men, and Devils muft fubrtiii^'- ' 

* and whom no Counfel 6r Power can oppofe. ' 

* If thofe Generous and Publick Spirits are defervedly 

* Hdnour'd and Admir'd, who are inftrumental in break- 

* ing the Power of Earthly Tyrants^ and vindicating the 

E *juft 
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* mft Liberties of Men from theirOpprcflSon, how much 

* higher muft their Charaders rife, who are Inftrnrtients 

* in the Hands of God for oppofmg that univerfal Tyran- 

* ny which the Devil, the Prince of the Air, would ex- 

* ercife over the Souls of Men, for breaking the Fetters 

* wherewith he enflnves them , and bringing them into 

* the Service of God, which is perfed Freedom ? 

* Thofe Fools, that make a Mock at Sin^ ahd a Jeft of 
Religion, thofe defpicable Wretches, whoferve the Devil 
and divers Lufts^ and arc Vaflals to their own brutifh 
Appetites and Affedlions, may defplfe and revile you : 
But fo would they have dealt with the Son of God had 
they lived when he was upon Earth, and fo did the 
Wicked of that Age treat him, and for the fame Reafon • 
and idttXyyWhen you confider him that endurdfuch Contra-- 
diSions of Sinners agalnjl himfelf^ ybu will tiot for any Re- 
proaches you (hall fuffer from luch, for his Sake and Ser- 
vice, gr(nv weary and faint in your Minds : You will go on 
with Alacrity, when you are aflur'd of the Countenance 
and Encouragement of your Governouris ; when your 
moft Gracious. CJ^en, in the very Beginning of Her 
Reign, has publickly l^wn'd the Caufe you arc engaged 
in; and when you may with the greatefl Confidence^ 
depend upon the Value and Efteem, the Love and gooci 
Wiflies, the fervent Praxers and beft Afliftance of all 
wife and good Men, You will perlevcre to the End in 
this Goii-Iike Empioynrfent, when it affords you the 
Glorious Profpe(ft of being found, v\ hen your Lord (hall 
call you \\tr\ct^ doing that which Le himfelf was doine 
when lie was \\ttt. With what Extafies of Joy will 
one fo found be tranfported at tl^ Approach of Death ? 
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The Reverend Dr. Stanhope^ in his Sermon 
"^uiJ^ preached to the Societies^ Decemh. x8. 1701. fays thus, 
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^^ The End you pro'pofe to your felves by thcfe Societies, is, jy^^ ^ 
^ without Difpute, commendable and good • Approved Canterbury 
" by all whofe Approbation is of value; Countenanced in f'/T*?* 
" particular manner by that Pious Queen of ever precious hesfirlii- 
**' Memory, ^f. Enforced frequently by His late Majefty,/i^w*^««», 
" and now afreOi by Her prefent Majefty. But Ailly^^Xi 
" though back'd and Supported with all thefe Ad van- 1701. 
'' tages, Reformation of Manners, aloioft above any o» 
*' tlier Undertaking, is certain to encounter with a World 
** of Difficulties and Prejudices. I dare prefume, upoa 
leave in your Names, to declare, that you know not 
how to wi(h any thing more for the general Reputa* 
tion and Advantage of the Work you have undertaken, 
than that all Per Ions, fit to be fatisfied with, the Me- 
*' thods as well as Defign, would flrLftly enquire imo 
your Orders, the Caution, the Prudence, and the En- 
deavours, that no Irregularity (hall blemiih the Ma- 
nagement of them. 

' It is fo far from being a Comfort or an i!d)atemenr, 
** as to be indeed the higheft Aggravation of our Folly 
** arid our Sorrows, to enjoy the beft Laws and the 
^* happieft Conftitution, if we turn the one into a dead 
^ Letter, and will not fuffer our felves to be blefs'd by 
" the other. But blefs'd by either we can never be, ex- 
cept effedlual Care be taken for the exemplary Pu- 
niftiment of Wickednefs, which if triumphant, and 
once an Over-match for Authority and Virtue, will 
'' foon fijbvert the very Foundations upon which all Go- 
" vernment (lands, and muft, in the courle of things, 
** prove our fwifteft, our heaviefti and mod irreparable 
** Deftrudton. 

" Pray let any fer.ous Man cOnfider, Is it our Secu- 
*• rity, our Honour, 10 havewh^lfome Laws? and can 
*' it l^ infamous to endeavour that we fliall have them 
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^* to no pui^e? Is this to be Sabjedis and Patriots? !$ 
** this to be good Men and Chriftians, to think Civility 
^' obliges us to fee tlie mod facred things ihfulted and 
** frodden under Foot, without vindicating or taking any 
" notice of die Affront > Did Martyrs ever dare to dfc 
*^ for Religion, when the Laws of the State \\ ere againft 
" it ; and have not we the Courage to fpeak- or fltew* 
" any Concern for Religion, wheff the Confliturion is 
" on our fide, and all for fear that they who have no 
^\ regard to Religion, fliould hate or revile us for calling 
" tlum to account? Can any Fidelity oblige us to flat- 
" ter Men in Wickedncfs, or the Rules of good Breed- 
** ing ftiperfedc thofe of the BiWe and our Statute- Book? 
^ The Heathen Orator coiild fay, that no Friend/Iiip 
^^l^ds againfl the Common*Intcre(l. And is it then 
^Trear to the higher and antecedent Engagements di 
" Oatlis and Vows, and Sacramental Covenants fuper- 
y added to the Advantage of the Publick ; let us nor, 
* I tefeech yoii^ continue to delude our felves with 
** falfe Notions and etnpty Names^ for fuch are Honow^ 
Decency, and.Friendihip, when fet in Oppofition to 
^ Virtue, Religion, and the Common Good : nay, they 
" are worfe thaa empty Names, they are tlie Honoiir 
''^ olConfplratQrSy the Decency of Far^fites^ the. Friend- 
" fiiip of Banditti ^nd Murderen. 

*^ Liglit and D^knefe are not moj^e diftanr than are 
"this venomous Brood from you good Men, whofe 
* only Bufmefs and Defire it i$ to fellrain thofe Exor- 
•'* bitancics, which no good Man can, or ought, patiently 
" to fee rampant and out-braving the Laws^f God and 
" Man by their Impunity, ^c. 

*tThc only part remainirg for mc on this Occafion^ 
" is to fay, for ail tlie Gk)od ve have already done the 
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^' Caufc of God and Virme, |?leffelbc ye of theLord, &c. 

The Bifliop of Cbichefier^ in his Sermon preached on 2*^ ^»*^ 
the fame Occafion^ March %oth^ 1703. thus expreiled JSXrs 
liimfelf. ' Almighty Godcxpe<Jls that his Honour fliotf d Sermm f 
*l5e righted, his Juftice vindicated amongft Men, by J*' ^*^'*J^^^^ 

* tlieir making fuch Laws as fliall beft anfwer that end,^^,^; 

* and by fupporting thofe Laws by a due and vigorous pn^h'd 

* Execution, as* the Qife fhall require, &c. ^i^^^' 

* When Matters are come to this Extremity, whenthe 

* Provocations run high, that Authority is affronted, 

* and tlie moftiacrec^ things prophaned j that Men make 
^a^lockittSin,, and 4t walks abroad with a bare-faced 
' Impudence, Compaifion is then a Fault, and next to 

* them that do offend, are they to be reputed guilty, 

* who have it in their Power, and to whofe Station and • 

* Place it doth belong, fliall yet take no Care to difcopn- 

* tenanceiind punifb that which the Laws of God and '•- 
^ Men doafligo proper Punifhments fori ^^* 

* It becomes neceflary to make an Example of notorious ^ 

* Offenders, partly for tlieir own Sakes, whom when no- 
^ thing elfe will,. this may happen to reclaim; and much • 

* more for the fake of others, that, as the ApoftTe faith, 

* others ntjiy fcjr^ who when they fliallfee the Laws impar* ^ 

* tially executed, are then likely, if ever, to be reformed,V 
.* and prevented from committing the like Crimes, tho* 

* ot lifer wife tempted or difpofed to the Pradlice of then?. > 

' There ve Private Perfons who may obferve, reprove, . 

* admooiflb, threaten, difcbver, complain, appeal, and ^ 
*^'liQ are to a(il as the Occafion (hall offer; and in- 

* dt&ii without this little Good is to be done • becaufe thofc 

* that have Authority to puniih,.have notthe Opportu*' 
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"^ntty often of obferving, fo that, generally fpcafdng, as 

* a Reformation depends much upon a due Execution of 

* the Laws, fo it is as much depending upon a due Infor- 
^ mation ; and which is fo much the harder to find a Zeal 

* for, becaufe it is in them that undertake it, a voluntary 

* AA, and to which they are by no other Law obliged 

* ordinarily, than that of Confcience, and a true 2Leal for 

* the Honour of God, and the Good of Mankind, (Sc 

* Perhaps there is no Nation in the World that hiath 
fo good Laws againfl Immorality and Vice in all In- 
ftances of it, as ours : And thcrcifore if the Execution 
correfpond with the Law, there cannot but be a due 
Regularity amongft all Orders of Men. But the Laws 
of themfdvcs are a dead Letter, and 'tis Accufation and 
Execution gives Life to them ; and if either of thefe be 
wanting, that either it is not complain d of ( when no- 
terious and there is a Neceffity for it ) or not punifhed 
upon the Complaint, the Nation it felf is in Danger, and 
the Government muft fink under the Wdght of fuch 
Remifnefs, and all the evil Effects which follow fuch a 

* Negled, will be juftly chargeable upon them, who ei- 
^ ther as private Chriftians, or Men in place, arc obliged 

to (land up. in maintaining thofe Laws in full Authority, 
which have been made amongft us, ^c. 

* What remains then, but that fince we have all by 
Profefl3idn lifted our felves under the Banner of our 
Lord and Saviour aga^nft Sin, the World, and the Devil, 
that we in our feveral Places and Capacities wage War 
with thofe Enemies of his Kingdom and our Salvation, 
that we, as St. JuJe faith vcr. 3. le exhorted that 
we eamefily contend for the Faith vobkh was once de^^ 
Irjered u the Saints^ againft all Irreligion, Blaf- 
phcmy and Prophanencls, againft all Wickednefs and 

Mmmo- 
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rmrnQrality, and perfevere therein notwithftanding all * 
Difcouragetnents whatfpever ,• and tray this fo be done 
to the end. But when I fay Difcouragements^ I may re- 
cal it, when wc have not only the Protedrion, but the 
Autliority and Command of Her prefent Majefty to 
enforce it. When we have fuch a vffible Succefs attend- 
ing this Undertakii^. When that which was like 
Elijah's Cloud, as a Man's Hand, has extended it fdf ' 
far and near, not only through many, if not moft of the 
reformed Churches of Europe, but hath carried its tri- 
umphant Banners even to America^ and we hope, in 
conjun<^ion with that fo cdebrated a Corporation now 
eftabliflied, njay end as well in the Converfion of the^ 
Barbarous Natives of renfiote Parts to Chriftianity, as 
of Chriftians to a better and more religious Temper 
and State of Life. 

* What Encouragement is this ! or wh«i had the 

* Nation or Church a greater Glory attending it ; when 

* a Work fo honourable to our Religion hath England 

* appealing- at the Head of it ? So that upon the ProP 

* pe<a: of what is iri View, and of what is under Confide^ 
' ration amotigft us, God feems to have a fteferve of 

* Mercy for this Church and Nation, ^c. 

The Reverend Dr. fViSit, m Us Sermoa preached to j^, ^^ 
the Societies, Decent. 1703- thusexpref^ lumfelf : ^AstmdDr; 

* our Blelfed Saviour was contented to do good Botwidi* ^^^ 

* ftanding all the Ingratitude and evil returns he met with j Lircoto^r 
*fo he did at laft lay down his Life in the fame Caufe. 5*»ww » 

* All this he underwent to do us good j and therefore I't^^l^l' 

* hope we fliall nor grudge a little of our pains and charge ^^,>,^, 
*to carry on thofe good Defigns, for which he did aBdiwwf*v 

' Oiifered fo much, «c-. -d«c.,703.. 
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* I lliall take notice of fome of thofe Ways or Inftan- 
*ces, wherein more efpecially we ought to do good to 

* others, and whereby we may bed fcrve the Dcfign of 

* our prefcnt mcetiog together. 

1. * We ought, as Providence puts it in our Power, 

* to do wliat good we can to the Souls of Men ; and as 
*^this is really the greateft good we can do them • fo there 
*is no Man but may one way or other be ferviceable in 

* this refped, &c. And a great deal of this might be* 

* done without fetting up for the Office of Minifters, 

* would Men, as I have (hewed before, do the Duty of 

* good Fatiicrs and good Mailers, of good Magiftrateife,* 

* and good Friends, of good Men, and good Neighbours. 

X. 'It is the Bufinefs of him that is a Maglftrate, or 

* to whom God has given Power, and Authority, and Re- 

* putation in the World, to make ufe of thofe advantages^ 

* to reftraiti the Wickednefs of Men, to prevent Publick 
^ Scandal, and tolncourage thofe that do well. *Xis cer-* 
*tamly the Duty of fuch Perfons, tho' they cannot pre- 

* vent all Vice, yet however to fee that wickednefs ^n't 

* openly and publickly brave it, that it flian*t grow im- 

* pudent and barefaced, and run down Piety and Religi- 

* on. In fhort, 'tis the Duty of thofe in Power and Au- 

* rity to i^and up for the Caufc of God, who gave them 

* that Power, to be Men of Piety and Religion them* 

* felves, and to do what they can that other People may 

* be fo too. 

> 

* I fhall add only thefe Two Gonfiderations on ibis 
*: Head, and then proceed ,: 

jfit That 
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i^, That Wicked Men are, I won't fay fo zealous, but 
* fo bufie and a(3'ivie in promoting Wickednefs in the 
^ World, in procuring Companions in Sin, and in making 
' Lewdnefs and Debauchery eafie to Mens Confciences ; 
that the World will be in great Danger of being over- 
run by it, if thofe that are good wo'nt in fome pro- 
portion indeavour to flop the Torrent j and take fome 
pains to reclaim, as well as others to corrupt and de- 
^tiauch thofe about them. And certainly this is one of 
all the Caufes in the World that Men need not and (hould 
not be baihful in; for it is to be afharaed of doing the. 
beft Work they can do ; it is to be alhamed of the Caufc 
of God, arid of their Religion; for 'tis Piety, and Vir- 
tue, and the Fear of God, that are our Religion more 
than any particular Opinions, and he that's afliamed 
or afraid to profefe and pradife thofe himfelf, or to pro- 
mote them in others, is truly afliamed of Chrift and 
his Word; of which Ifliall fay nothing but the Words 
of our Blefled himfelf, Whofoever (hall he ajhamed of me 
and of my Ward in this Adulterous and Sinful Genera--, 
tion^ of him jhaO the Son of Man he afhamed when he comes 
in his Glory before his Father" and tie Holy Angels. 



* zdly^ The ^rcW Confideration I would propofe is 
this, That many of us heretofore may have been too 
inftrumenteil in the Devifs Service, and centributed to- 
wards the Corruption of the World, and the lofs of 
Souls, by our Influence or Authority, or evil Example ; 
an J therefore, as God expcdts we fhould make Repara- 
fion for Wrong done according to our Power; it lies 
upon us to undo this as much as we can • efpecially 
to endeavouf to bring over thofe Perfons we may have 
been the means of Corrupting; but if that be now out 
of our Power, either by rcafon-of diftancc of place, or 
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* diversity of condition, or becaule they are already cr^ 
tered upoa their unchangeable State, or fo hardened in^ 
Sin that we cannot do any good upon them ; yet 
however, ftill Reparation is to be made to the World for 
the Mifchief and Diforder that may have been caufed 
by this means, and efpecially to our Saviour Jefus 
Chrift^for the weakening his Kingdom, and the lofsof 
thofe Souls he died to (ava 



^ Tlie laft way I (hall mention of doine good to the 
PuWick is, That tho^ we have no hand in Publick 
Offices or Affairs our felves, yet we fhould do what we 
can in our private Capacity to encourage thofe who are 
zealous to put Laws in Execution for the Publick 
Good ; efpecially for the Suppreifing of Prophanenefs 
and Immorality, as being one of the bed Services tliey 
can do, both for the Church and the Kingdom : Oi»r 
Duty with reiped: to fuch Perfons is, to honour and 
eftcem them ; to give them thp Praife that is due to 
foch worthy Defigns f to put the beft Conflrudioff 
upon their Adrionsj and by doing wliat we can to 
make the thing honourable to encourage others to 
do the £tme Zeat. 



* It has been a great I^fcotsragemcnt to fuch good"* 
' Defigns, that if Men are active to put I-a:M's in Exc- 

* aition, they muft provoke a great many whofe Inte- 

* reft or whole Appetites are to be controuled and re- 

* ftramed, and fuch as thefe will be clamorous and noily, 
*• and they will always find fome to countenance them 
^ who zfftSt the Reputation of being Wife by doing 

* ftothirtg, and by neither giving themfclves nor any 

* Body elfe any trouble. And therefore on the other fide^ 

* all that wi/h well to fo good a Work fhould (land up 
^ in their Defence, and give tliem their due Pfaife, and 

make 



make this, which is indeed the Caufe of God^ tifoAoUf* 
able in the World. 

* It. is indeed the Duty of good Chriftians to be Zea- 
lous in the Service of God whatever Treatment they 
meet with, to go through evil Re fort or gc^d Refert 
themfelves, fo they can but bring Honour to God ; and 
t queftion not but there are a great many who would 
do it, and cheerfully too. But I am fure it is not for the 
Honour of God, or the Good of the World that they 
fliould be put upon this Trial No, to refpeA fuch 
Perfons is what the good caufe they ing^ed in requires 
from us, and what we ought in Gratitude to pay tbok 
who are the Inflruments of doing good to the Woirld. 

^ I would now in the laft place addrefs my fdf to 
thofe worthy Perfons who are more particularly con- 
cerned in the occafion of our prefent meeting together. 
Whether Magiftrates, or Afliftants to thofe good De^ 
figns by their Advice and Contributions, or laftly thofe 
who by their Pains and Trouble in giving Informations 
inable the Magiftrates more efieaually to do their 
Duty. 

« 

* Your good Ekfigns and the good Efffeds of them are 
now fo manifeft, that I nted not give any particular ac- 
count of them, and much lei& need to (ay any thing in 
their defence; what you have already done, and what 
you are dill doing does not require an Apology, but 
the Praife and Thankfulneis of all good Men, of all 
thofe that wiih well either to Religion, or their Coun« 
try; which I hope you have, and their Prayers too, 
that God would increafe your Numbers, and ftrengthea 
your Hands, and give a BlefTing to your Endeavours. 

F % I have 



I have all along hinted at nnany Arguments which 
^ may encourage you wot to he weary jn well doings and 

* therefore (hall now only propofe thcfe two things more 

* to your Confideration and fo conclude. 

I. The firft is this, Thattho' the Work, in which you 
are engaged, be in it felf a Work of Juffice^ yet it is al- 
jfo a Work of the greateft Charity. It \s great Charity to 

* the Souls of Men, to their Bodies, to tlxeir Families, 

* and to all that belong to them, all which are great Su^ 

* ferers by Vice and Immorality. It is frequently a 

* great Charity and Kindnefs to the Offenders themfel ves, 
' who may be amended, or at leaft retrained by tlie 

* C6rre<ftion of the Law : but it is always a Charity to 

* our Country to prevent Diforders in it, and to many 

* particular Perfpns who may be kept within Bounds by 

* the Example of thePunifliment of others. 

* As a prudent reftraint may preferve a Mantis Inno- 
cence, and prevent his Corruption, fo it may bring 
him to Coniideration afterwards, and by that be the 
beginning of a fmcere Converfion. WJfien a Perfon 
feids his way hedgM up with Briars and Thorns, it 
may make him think of returning, and be more ready 
to hearken to the Monitions of his.Confcience, and the 
good Advice of Frien^^s or Minifters, and we have fre- 
quent Inftances of the Converfions of Men which have 
had theif beginning upon this Bottom ; and therefore 
the removing Temptations, and the making Vice diffi- 
cult and uncafy by the execution of the Lawsagainft it, 
is upon all accounts a great Charit}\ 

X. The other Argumc^t^ would malcc ufc of to en- 
courage your Zeal is thiis, That the engaging the Au- 
thority of tlie Law, and the Powec of the Magiftrates 
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* againft Immorality and Prophanenefs, is the moft like- 

* ly Method to prevent the Judgments of God, which 
^ they may otherwife bring down upon our Church and 

* Nation. 



* National Sins deferve National Judgments • and un- 
fefs God have fome other wife Ends of his Providence 
to ferve by fparing fuch a Nation, will very likely 
bring them down upon it ; upon which account the 
bed Service we can do our Country is, to endeavour by 
a general Reformation to appeafe the Wrarh of God :; 
but if that cannot be done, however to turn the Edge 
of the Law, and the Authority of the Nation againft 
Sin and Wickedncfs, which if we do, we have Reafoa 
to hope, that tho' the Offenders may be many, yet 
that God will not look upon the Wickednefs to be 
National, nor Punifh the whole for it, but let every 
Man bear his own Burthen, and the Guilt follow on- 
ly the particular Offeniicrs* 

* The laft thing I would obferve is this, That this^ 
Zeal of Phineas^ which you fee had fuch great Effeds, 
was only the 2ieal of a fmgle Perfon ; which iliould be 
a great encouragement to us, to dp our Duty, and to 
be Zealous for God and Religion, the* we have not fo 
many to joyn with us, as we might perhaps defire. I 
am afraid that a great many are apt to be difcouraged: 
by thinking that ail they can do will fignifie very little, 
as to the main of Affairs, tt>at if the World be wicked,, 
it is like ro be fo dill, wlien they have done all they 
can, and that if God be angry with us for our Sins, it 
is not a £ng!e Perfon, or a few that can turn iM'ay his* 
Wrath J fuch thoughts as thefe, I doubt, nfiake too 
many Ke quite ftill, and negleA to do what otherwife 
they might and would do : but we ought to remember, 
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that every one Ihould make this cxcufc for himfcif, as 
it is certain one may make it as well as another, the 
WorW would quickly be a fad place, and much worfe 
than it is ; and on the other fide, did none difcourage 
themfelves by this, it might quickly be much better. 
We ought all therefore chearfully to do our Duties in 
our feveral Stations, and kiwt the event to God. It is 
not any one Soldier in an Army, that can, tho* by 
tlie greateft Valour, do much toward thc^ Succefs of a 
War : but if every one ihould under that pretence ex- 
cufc himfelf, they would then all together do nothing. 
We cannot tell how much good a Man may do in the 
World, that does heartily and ferioufly fet about it : or 
how few People, that do with Zeal and Vigor let thcni- 
felves againft the wickednefs of the Times, and heaf*- 
tily interceed with God, may turn his Wrath away 
from us. We cannot but be all fenfible w hat marks of 
his Difpleafure we felt in the late dreadful Storm^and in 
what a critical Poftureour Affairs now (land; and 
therefore how much it concerns us to make our Peace 
with him, leaft he quite give us up. 

* To Conclude all in a Word, We have this further 
encouragement to do our Duty, that if God ihould, for 
the fake of thofethat are good among us, think fit to 
fpare us, yet they, who do by their ill Lives and Neg* 
ligence their part to provoke his Wrath, ihall have all 
the Guilt of it to anfwer for in another World : anci 
on the other fide, there»is this comfort for thofc who 
do endeavour to ftand in the Gap, that if notwithftand- 
ing all they can do yet Iniquity does ftill fo abound, that 
God fliall think fit to give us up, their labour (hall not 
be loft ; God will either fave them from tlie common 
Calamity J o/ blefs them under it, or, which will 1x5 
better than all, by it bring them to Heaven, 
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It may not be snuntieccflary Catitiori thit l now 
give you, notwithftaiiding ali thcfe Encouragements 
and ^It the Advantages I have here laid before you 
for your engaging vigoroufly in this Noble Defign, 
not to be cauly difcouraged by the fmafl Number 
of your Friends, or others, tl^t may heartily con-- , 
cur with you in it, upon its being recommecdcd to 
them, at the firft efpecially. The Number of zealous 
and prudent Chriftians arc, I doubt, few in comparifon 
with the Lukewarm and Prophane, io rood Places, Four 
or Five of thelb will make a good Beginning in any 
Place,tbo* they Ihouk! be of the Inferiour Rank ; of which 
fort of Men j I cotKclve^Sodcties may be more cafily rais'd, 
. not only becaufe thefe arc of the far greater Nuniber,. 
but becatlfe Men of Title and of great Eftates, too fel- 
dom apply themfelves to Religious Undertakings, where- 
in much Trouble or Shame may be ex|>e<2:ed : Nor are 
you to be/ diflieartcned by the backwardnefs of Magi* 
urfltes,if it ihoukl fare fo hard with you, as that you have 
but one Magiftrate near you that hath a juft fence of 
his Duty in this refped, and that will readily receive 
: Informations ; and others, in defiance of all tlieir Obli- 
gations, in contempt of the repeated Commands of the 
Government, and in: manifeft con trad id:ion to their 
* printed Orders of Seffions, ( wherein they formally in- * orders of 
vite good Chriftians to give Informations againft the 5#w^»^ 
Breaches of the Laws, and proniife to give them all due "^c^U^^ 
Encouragement in it) will do it only becaufe they canVWw 
avoid ir^ and therefore ad: with Difcouragement to iz\t\v^^ cith 
ful O/Ecers, and fuch other pious Perfons, as out of a ^"^^^f^J' 
Love to God and their Neighbour bring them Informa- ons agJnji 
tions, by giving them unneccflary Delays, and putting ^^^''"^ 
them under all manner of Difcouragements when they jtirf^s'^'" 
attend upon them on this Occafion : Nor by the Re- Giofi. jnt/ 
proaclies of bad Men, nay, of Friends and Relations, ^..^^^■'^„ 
when you have the Laws of God and of the Nation, /j,*^ i^^T 

lies 
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sIT^I^* Her MajcRyX the late King's, wid your late Reprefcrv 
Buck. Off. tattves in Parliament Declarations, the publick Appro- 
Bod^?g*i ^^^^'^^5 ^^ Minifters of State, fo many Lords, Bifliops, 
!Midd/i69iand Judges of Two Kingdoms, and of the Nobility and 
Lon. 1693. Clergy of the Third ,• the Afliflance of thofe that are al- 
Lo^.i6^/^^y engaged in this Undertaking, the Efteem.and 
Lon. 1697! Prayers of other good Men, and your own Confcience 
Midd.i69S on yQur fide. If this is a good Work, fuch Difcourage- 

Lon. 1698. ^ ir i^aj-Vj ^ 

Giofi.i^s."^^"^^ as thefe arc to be expected in 10 degenerate an 
Midd.1699 Age as we are fallen into, fmce Oppofitions, either pub- 
Linc^Too'*^^ or private, under one pretence or other, to good 
Lon. 1700; Defigns, for the beating down of the Devil's Kingdom, 
Salop 1700 have ever been in the World, and may, I think^ ever 
L^c! i7oi! ^^ expeded from wicked Men, who are the Devil's In- 
Weiim.^! ftruments, whijft there are any fuch in it. Nay, fuch 
Middi^^ Obftrudtions as I have mentioned, and others of the 
13. 170^' fame kind,have becn,and may flill be met with from many 
Surry. >^^ oftliofc that are not only not accounted the worftfort of 

Soiithampt ^^"' ^^^ ^^^^ whom Encouragemcut and Atfiftance in 
>f;i4.i7oithefe Matters might reafonably be hop'd ; tho* it may 
Somerfctyf/in truth, appear a very (hocking thing, and I am apt 
ttn^J^ii to think will be fo to the Ages to come, that fuch as 
15. 1701. are not thought to be the Enemies of God and Religion, 
*^^^^®*^^/j(liou!d with any countenance continue to give openOb- 
ManchcfTer ftrudions to tlie Exccutiort of the Laws againft Pro- 
jAfrii 13. fanefs and Vice, and other charitable and proper Methods 
Si^oc Apr ^^ furthering the Reformation of Mens Lives, and the 
170X '^^ Saving of their ^Country from ruine; and efpecially that 
Briaoiw/r.j-j^py fhould do this in a Proteftant Country, M'here 
Chcftcr>i'/>. theft Methods have been approved in fo publick and fb- 
1702. lemn a manner, by fo many Perfons in Authority in 
^rn^oi C^^J*ch and State, that few. If any good Deftgns "that 
MonmoQth have been fet on foot in it, or in any other Qiriftian 
J^/ i^- Country, have ever been. Oppofttions, and even Suf- 
lIk>p\7oi ferings, when they encounter us in this glorious Caufe, 
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are then, I think, to be born with Patience, if not with 
Cheerfulnels, out of a Love to God and our Neighbour, 
and in hopes of an everlafting Recompence for all our 
Sufferings in the Caule of our Lord and Mafter on the 
other fide of the Grave. 

To conclude, Sir, yoa are, I hope^ bf this time of 
opinion, that there hath not been a matter of greater 
CoD^quence propofed to you perhaps in your Life, 01^ » 
greater opportunity offered you of doiog. more good to 
the World, nor probably ever may be. God grant that 
you may have a right Underflanding of k, ami a Wi^ 
to ad accordingly, zealouOy to purfue all proper Method 
of Reformation, (b as may be moft for the HoBour df 
God, the Intereft of Mankifid, and your evcrlafting 
Comfort. I may poffibly. Sir, 10 a Month or two*^. de- 
fire of you the Trouble, I hope I mig^ more JHftly fa)r 
the Fieafure, of an Account of (bine confiderable' Pro- 
grefs that you have made in this great Affiii^ direi^ed to 
hich a place as I may give you norice of in^ my Letter, 
when I may fend you (uch other Difredtons as may \x, 
thought necefTary^ tho I prefume, that theie 1 have now 
communicated to you, with thofe contained in the Books 
I herewith fend you, and which your own Judgment and 
Experience may fupply you with, may, generally (peak- 
ing, befufficient not only for yours and yodr Friends aft- 
ing vigorouOy and with Advantage in the Places near you, 
but to enable you and them to (tt this Matter on foot in 
any Town or larger Village of the Kingdom^ where you 
have an Acquaintance with, or but the bare Knowledg;of 
any religiousand tolerably prudent Perfon, to whom you 
may know how to fend the Books I have mentioned ; 
and (ball communicate the Diredion^ I have'givftn you in 
this long Letter, for your full Infiru&ion in this pious 
Work. S I R, 

G fO^ T 
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Y Shouldi Sir» tell you, that the little Difcourfes a- 

1 gainft PropbuffB Svptarhg and Curjif^^^ Dmfiks^ntff^ 
^nckafinefs^ and T?ropbanaiion of the Lord^s t)aj^ 8rc. 
and the A^Jrper to the Scandaloys Ohjedions that are made 
agaittji tbofe pioHS^ and nfefnl Perjons as^ cut of a Lpve to 
God and their Neighbour^ give InforntJtions to the Magi- 
firates of tbefe Enormities y which ate (ent you, with the 
other Books, may be given to fuch as are guilty of any 
of thefe Offences, and efpecially by fach as inform a- 
gainftthem, and at that time that chey are convided of 
thefe Offences, by theMagiftrate?, (with whom, or their 
Clerks, (bme Number of them may be lodged, to be thus 
difpoled of) for the furthering of their Repentance for 
their Sin, that they may avoid the everlafting Punifhment 
of it^ at a time when they are (b apt to be awakened to 
Confideration, and a (enle of their Sin, which are great 
Steps toward Converfion, by the Temporal Punifnment 
and Shame that is infli£led upon them ; and that more- 
over (uch Offenders may be fully convinced, that the 
Perfons that bring them to Punilhment do therein as be- 
comes good Chriftians, and Members of the Community, 
for religious Ends, and with charitable Intentions to- 
wards them J and may not therefore add to their Sin and 
Folly by entertaining any unchriftian Refentments for 
their thus acting : and this is a Method that I find recom- 
mended by thole that are concerned in (bme of the So- 
cieties for Reformation^ who have given away, at their 
ownExpence, a great many thouftnd^of them, befides 
about Ten Thoufand of the larger Books which I have 
(ent you relating to this Defign, and a vaft number of 
other Books for the awakening of Men toa Sen(e of their 

Sins, 



Stn$, and care of their Souls. I might have likewife adJ 
ded, that this great Work may be very much promoted 
by yours and your Friends acquainting well-inclined 
Perfons, that they may be very ferviceable in buying up 
and giving atvay any of thefe Books, as of the Ifcctmnt 
of the Societies^ and the Help to T(eformation^ which are 
now, for ^the General Benefit of the Publick, (old at 9 
very unufual cheap rate. 
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The Obligations of a 

Juftice of the Peace, 

To be diligent in the Execution of the Teml 
Laws againft Trophanene/s and Debauchery^ for 
the EfFc<5ting of a l{atimal ^formation. 



In a Letter to a Friend. 



S I R, 



I Gave you in my lad long Letter an Account of (he 
Progrefs of the Reformation ofMxnners 3 and I could 
not but hope that you would be well pleafed to hear, 
that the Endeavours of it, that have (b lately obtained 
the Approbation and Countenance of many of the 
Lerds^ Bijbops and Judges of the Kingdoms of England 
and Irelandy and of the t^QbilHj and i^lergy of Scotland^ 
have been fuccelsful for the giving a Check to the horrid 
Debauchery and Impieties of the Age ; that Attempts of 
this kind were likewife carrying on in our Neighbouring 
and fome more remote Nations 5 and in (everal of them, 
by the influence of our Endeavours here, which may 
give you juft hopes not only of a further Reformation 
in thofe Countries, but that this great Work will be fet 
en foot in other parts of the World, when the Account 
of the Scheme and Succefs of our Endeavours therein, 
which is now tranflating into the more general Langua- 
ges, are known to them. And having done this more 
partic«jdaiily iia ihfti: long LttKf^ I tti^^eiiefed j^ssiComt 
Motiws Ai»l £>ii%i%ioiis iox yoor engagtr^ with stok Ad-^ 

vaatage 
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vantage in this Noble Undertaking : But I confider'd you^ 
Sir, therein only as a private Chriftian, and a good Mem- 
ber of the Community, as one without any publick Au- 
thority, and under no other Obligations to be zGtivc in 
this pious Work than what your Religion in general, 
and your Baptifmal Engagements (whereby you were 
lifted iti your Lord and Maftei's Service, againft the 
Devil's Kingdom) laid upon you, which I hope, you 
thought fufficieht to engage you in it ; but having under* 
flood, that fince the Regulation of the CommilJion of the 
T^eace in your County, you are put into thatCommid 
(ion, I take the freedom to lay before you fbme other 
Confidcrations that are proper and more peculiar to you, 
as you are in that publick Capacity. 

And give me leave, 5/>, to put you in mind, that be- 
(ides your Obligations as a Chriftian and a Member of 
the Community, to concur in promoting this hopeful 
Reformation, you are, if you takt upon you this Com- 
miflion, under other Engagements, as you are a A£^r* 
Jirate^ and have taken an Oath and a publick Truft upob. 
you to execute the Laws 5 which furcly, «S/r, are* very 
great and indi(pen(ible Obligations. But further, by 
your being invefted with Authority, you have thereby 
a manifeft Advantage for the furthering of this Wotk, 
which private Perlbns are alfo without, who, notwith- 
ibinding all their Difad vantages, zSt herein with great 
Concern andSucceis, in moft Parts of the Kingdont, 
and who, by doing fb, are ask were Eyes and Hands to 
Magiftrates, and give them a ftill greater Advantage, ahci' 
which do make fuch Magiftrates as do notexerciie thefr 
Authority, and endeavour to di(cbarge their Obligatlr 
ons in (bme meafure as they ought, now appear more in* 
excufable. 

If then \h fo evident, that Magiftrates are thus under 
¥ttiousand indifpenfible ObKgauom to execute the L^ws^ 

foe 



for the fuppreffing of Vice and Pt'Ofhanenif/^ can any 
MagiOrates that are willing to acquit themfelves herein 
as thev ought, think that they ought to do left, tho 
they (hould therein receive Difcouragements from wic* 
ked Men, and from (bme perhaps of their own Body, 
than to fupprefi the open Violations of thofe Laws, 
when they come to have a Knowledg of then?, as Pro^ 
ptave Sn>eariffg and Curfing^ by Perfons of what Quality 
(<)ever \ thaa to take their Walks fometimes, as (bme trir* 
!y honourable Magiftrates here do (whole Names will 
furely be mentioned with Honour in the Records of A- 
ges to come) to obferve what Difordcrs there are com^ 
mitted in their Corporation?, or other Places near them 5 
to infpeft into publick Houles on the Lord*s Day^ as the 
Jufticesof Mid'dkfex have formerly, and very lately a* 
greed among themfelves to do (as appears by their 
♦ MddUfex * printed Orders of Seffions) for the puniftiing and pre- 
laf liot* venting of Tipliftg in them h and to hinder Drovers^ 
MidcUefex Aprii Carriirij &c. travelling on that Day 5 and to (end out 
13. 1702* their Conftables for the (ame purpofe on the Lard's Day;^ 

and on other Days of the Week ordering of them to go 
about the Streets, and into the Markets, and other pub* 
lick Places, to take up Swearers^ Drunkards^ and lewd 
Terfons^ out of Hou(es of ill Fame, and to bring 'em 
before them to be punilhM (which Conftables may do 
without a Warrant from a Juftice) and to make exam* 
pies of fuch Officers as they find negligent in their Duty 
in the(e Matters 5 and more efpecially togive difpatc^, 
Tefpeft, and all poCGble Encouragement to fuch pious 
and highly u(eful Perfons, as often with great Trouble, 
Difficulty and Hazard (and too frequently with greater 
Damage and Charge to them than the Penalty, which 
the Law inflids on the prophane and vicious Perfons that 
they inform againft, amounts to) for the fuppreffing of 
the Dilhonour that is fo openly ofFerM to Alniighty 

/ dod 
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God, the temporal and eternal Ruin of their Feltovr- 
Chriftians, and of national Jadgments, bring them la- 
formatbns of any of the Diforders that I have mentio* 
ncd, or any other Breaches of the Laws of the ftme 
kind} to which thev have been incited and incouraged 
yy his M3)t{iy's Proclamations, the * printed Orders of ^^^^^^^^ 
SeJJions of the Juftices of the Peace of many Counties encsurage good 
and Cities of the Kingdom, the Diicourfesof many of ?hrifti«?an^ 
bur Reverend Divines latdy publilh'd, and the Circfi larf ^^ly^l^^ 
Letter of the Lord Arch-biftiop of Ca?iierhrj^ dated Apr. mmon& to Ma- 
4. 1699. in which the Bilhops of that Province con- IroSJaL^^ 
currM 5 wherein, as I told you in my laft, Miniftersare vicious Perfons^ 
direfted by their Bilhops to put the Laity in mind th^t^^^^^^fi^^ ^^^^ 
'US their Duty to give fuch Informations, and to meet rnddiefe^^jui^ 
frequently together, to confult upon the moft advifable p* ^^9^* 
Methods of doing it ; and fuch Meetings, and others of J^"^;,^^^^^^^ 
thiskind, which we call Societies for Reformation of Man- idpi, 
ners^ and which fo many PerfoDS in Authority inf Church ^^^kf"ihamOff^ 
and State have in Co publick and (btemn a manner de- Bodmh id^V 
clarM their high Approbation of, do give Magidrates ^<'?^<'» i^9f- 
mighty Advantages for theefFedual fuppreffing of our ^j^^/] J^^*; 
Debauchery and Impiet:es, and rauft, Sir^ give you and London 169^! 
other Migiftrates that have a (en(e of their Duty in ^?^? '^5>7- 
this refpeft, a great encouragement to be zealous in it. iJndon it^s. 
f (hail not, 6'/r, after I have laid before you your Ob- ^^^ocejh i6p2. 
ligations, and many and great Advantages for your fur- ff^^ J|^^" 
thtringthis Noble Work, reprefent to you how diftio- iwca/n 1700! 
nourable it is in its felf, and may e'er long appear to the ^^^^^ ^7o^- 
»whole Nation, for Magiftrares to take folemri Oaths and slnyljotl 
Trufts upon thetn to execute Laws, and to be grofly n&g- Lincoln 1701^ 
ligent therein,and even to obftruft the Execution of thofe ^^^'jf 7 
-Laws wherein the Interefl: of Religion is unqucftionably Mdd/e/exApr^ 
fo much concerned, after they have in their printed Orders ^'5* '702. 
affur'd the World they would do the contrary 5 nor the 1702^^'^' ^^ 
many and fatal Mifchiefs that fuch unhappy Magiftrates ^^^bampum* 

bring '*^''- '^' >7oa. 
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S9merfet Apr, btmg oti Multitudes of particular Pcrfons, and on the 

LilndoH^Atr. i $• Nation in general, andcoofequently, what a heavy load 

170a. of Guilt tl^y do thereby contra^, who have no regard 

pnjitm Ap. t6. ^Qijj^p D^y \^ ^ny loftances of it that I have herein 

M^fterAfr. mentioned, and do thereby evidently obftrud theRe^r- 
sjMTTo^* mathm pf MoHmrs that ia (b happily carrying on not only 
Wt^lX^^lt in ^**cfe Three Kingdoms, but in other Parts of the 
cbS^ Ap,i702^ World i his Majefty by his T^rodamatims^ and our late 
GimefterAtr. Reprcfentatives in Parliamenc by their Addrefs to hiav 
MnmahMay having publickly declar*d, That the Debaucberj^ and Pr(h 
tS.tjoajirc. phmnntftof the Nation is ^hiejfy mring to the Negligence of 

Magiftratej in the Execution of their Office^ and their ill 
Sxampk ; which ought to be (b dreadful a Confiderati-* 
on to all that are concerned in the Charge^ that I (hall 
nor offer to a^ravate it : I chufe rather to (ay, that as 
any former Remi(he(s of Magt():rates, or perhaps Back- 
wardne(s of your Brethren, or of the Magidrates of 
yourCotinty, can by no means be allowed to be a fuf* 
fictent Excuie for your negleding to do what you have 
unquefHonable Authority, great Advantages, (at this 
time more efpecially) and many Engagements upon you 
to dd ^ (b in the faithful Ditcharge of your Duty, you 
may render your (tlf a BlelSng to your Country, and 
to the whole Kingdom 5 nay, by your zealous Executi- 
on of your Truft and Authority in thele matters at this 
_ Jundure, and by the Influence of your good Example, 
you may be in fome degree inflrumental in the reforming 
not only of Cbrifiendom^ but of Mankind 3 and this 
will moreover undoubtedly procure you the Approbati« 
on of your own Confcience, and the Applau(e of good 
Men, and may be a means of your obtaining an eveiv 
ljr(%ing Recompence in the next World. Which is fin* 
cerdy 'WiJh'd l^, 

S I R^ 

Tonn^ 
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Xhe vufenimmt of tU Gtntlemen »/ th Grand Jury fot 
the Lomty of Micl<ilcrex, on Monday the id, of 
. . Juoe^ .X70 L. .ts> tht..C(mtt Qfjbe .King's-Bench. - 

HIS Majcfty by li is repeated ProdlaiMttons having rx- 
kfiii NcBice with great CooccriH of tlie open and 
avowed Pra<f!tice of f^ice and Prophane^f$ in* this ,King- 
dom, to'rhc' high Difn^leafure of Alrfiighty Go3, and greac 
Scandal of Chriftianuy j and that this hath been occafioncd in 
a great mcafure by the Negle<5t of putting in Execution thofe 
^(U>d;Lat)i^'^wiDiicltlftav^ been vsaiitiot the Supprefling iind 
ltojMftttiig.cbciJCJa£, i » . ji ;. ^ , i ^^' 

LAaiditiis Ma)dlyrlia^'nlg AriiSly charged and coiMnidrnded 
all hi$.'Sufa}e(Si:$f fn tlieiriev^al Places and Stations, to be 
va^ Hi%i\MC arxi HxiOi in the DifboveFy and d&d^uai Profe* 
c\|ttoiv«i(td PuniAiaienft of alt f%rR>n9 who ili^l be gwlty of 
BkMJfhgm% Pyt6ffiiM€ &i?9Jiri^ MUl Ca^j/fi^g^ exa^Ve Vrhkiffg, 

Immoral or Dilbrderly Frrfftice^ ^ they vriii anifwer it- ttt 
Aiaiighty<jod, and upon paii^'Of h!S>highe(VDi(pleafo€e; 
( > Atidvre dlc^ Grand fncjjifcfioiHih^ Couintythai^rig'Y^cei^ 
«i^e«MicQ(^ Qm Efonmi^ablts-Cdiit'^' ^eiijoiniiiig 

bur £{iqiJ^Uy mtiotlfo Mati«rs>ialjbv«ftiki^'4V6 chiiik oar feWes 
pbli^sd to' (^kie Notice: of. itlttf gWat A^Vffflitdgds Which 
tbis^C<Miuiti7^has te(rekiiedi>^(»A theZ^hdfxl l>i)fgetice df 
good M)giftraces pueiiflg-tl>e^IJi\i'«*i^ ^c^ctMlchi^agiiaft'^/^r^ 
phiinfHfji aaui Mc l ia h cb^r f^ atid like wif e of thoU LWorthy.Gfia* 
<lcmen ^nd Ddyinea^ whto^in.tbis pouoty meet . in 5(wr/<?/w> 
Ib'r 61k viK:t5fudl p(Il(l:feg't{icrn bii,crein, '- and v\^ho have bcen^ 
ffi^uriged t^iircitn^obyjph^e^^ublick 'i^pr«bat?6tt oFinany of 
the Lords Spiricudl and Temporal, and HelOil^sfblqXtidg)^. 

Yet aorwichftaiivling^ througji the Negligence ofCoijfta- 
W^^, fH^ad^'^b^hsi ^tJe{!htt^InfcWor-0'fffc9r^Vtiie E^^^ 
hmvor-thc k*S liaws i!rYer^nuicW tJbftrudtd,"^ id the srdkt: 
9^Q€yif:^:(^td^o9 Ofleiidct^; '. 'di^d- Pi^ejodtce ci'tbo Vb^c^- 
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XVc c|o therefore prcfcnt fuch of the.Cqnftablcs and BlacJ^ 
boroiighs as VfQ have found neglfgenc ia ciu^ "Exectirioii of 
tl)cir O^ccs. : ^ 

7 he Vrtfentment of tin Grctid J try for the Ctty \oT 
London, at jul^ice-Hali m the Old- Bailey, tHe 
/^.th Daji ft/ June, 1701. and Offered $j the C6H<i 

■ to h Pnnred. 

^T'' HIS Hotnoii^aUe Court having tikcn Notice^ in the 
g admirable Charge given to us, of the great Advanca* 
gcs whl;;h this Ctty Jiath received from the Zeat and Indu- 
i\ty of tbo{e Genckmei) and Citizens, wfao^ in and about 
th;is Cityt arc concerned in Societies, for the Promoting more 
ciTeduaily the lixccution of the Laws Jigainfl Profhanenefs 
,and DeBauebe^y^ it| putfuance to ;iis Majefty's Prociama^ 
ItiQ^s/ and who have recetved ihe ]»ublick Approbation of 
mahy Perfons in high Stations in Church and State. 

We the Grand Jury of this City, do think it becomes us 
to return our hearty Thanks to thofe worthy Peribns wha 
are thus tngzgt^ in SjiKieties. Ua the Promoting a Refwwu^ 
tioHi ^f Afynners « fo aVfoiutcly iiecdlary to our Wclfiire ; and ^ 
we liopc their engaging fo heartily in this Noble Ckfign, 
>Kill be an Eicouragcment to others tojom with them, for 
£li<: .effe(9ttng ^ more general Rcfprmation. 






• / - 



The Prejentment of the Grand Jury for the County of 
Buckingham, at the 4j[^5 held fir the Jai4 
County, lyoi* ■%■ , . . 



BEing encouraged by His Nfajcft^'s FrocUnuicioii now 
rcid to US) as al(b by your Lordlhip's mofl: exceljeoi 
Charge, we the Ch^nd Jury of the County, of iter^j, 4pt 
think we can do tio le(s tbsia.:Ce take notice of the feveral ^ 
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eieties crcfted for the Promoting, of a Reformation of MunKcrs ;; 
aijd particulacly wc dcfirc to return our hearty Thanks ta 
tbofe worthy Gentlemen and Clergy who meet Monthly ac 
Wendover^ in the (aid County,, in. order to cflfcd the iame^ 
And we ho]pe their appearing in (p pioDsa Dtfign, will ani- 
mate others to come in and join with them* And this wa 
prefent as the particular Sentiment of us, wliofe Names art 
hereunto Subscribed. 

4 . . • . . , » * . 

Tfef l^refentment of the Gentlemen of the^Grmid-lnqnep 
for tht ^ffia^es held at Northampton, for the Jaid^ 
County the ^d day »f MzTchy 1.70 1. 

WHon we fcflciSt on- the many Bleffings w^ enjoy under 
His Majefty's aufpicious Reign> and pious . Carc>^ 
nianifefted by repeated Proclamations, . to preferve* u# ftotn* 
fCiee and Immoralities, (Enemies that have a very iatal In* 
flucnce on a Nation and Kingdom) we cannot but think ic a 
foicable ExprcfTioa of ouc Qratitudc and Puty at this time,, 
CO declare our Readineis aqd Rcfpl^ionj iaoui^ refuei^va 
Stations to comply with His Majefty's CornniaQd^Si py ^'' 
dcavouring, that not only fuch as^ are guilty oi Fropbane: 
Sweariitg and Curjing,. Exccjfive Drinking,: Lewdnefs, . and) 
other dwblute Praiftices, may be biQUghc to de(ei;vc;d Pu^ifb^. 
menc ; but alfo th^c the Negligencie& of ,CcHi(i4^» tiead^ 
boroughsi and othei Inferior QfScers, ai)d fiichas ^keepdiji^ 
mderly publick Houfes, whereia the Lord's-Wayis ioftc^ 
^uently Prophaaed by unneceflary Rcibccs thereunto^ may; 
be Puniihed according to Lajy. , * : ; ^ 

^ Arid we uke this Qccafipn to return pUrlica^l^jr Thankd to 
tiiofe worthy Borfbns who 'meet in Societies, add. have fig- 
nalized cheiir Zeal by Promoting a more general RejarmAtion 
0j Manners in this Kingdom ; a Method approved and rea>m«' 
mended by the cpncUrri^nt Safirag^9 of niaay^Hol^^.Lardi 
Spiritual and Teinppral, aiid Learned Ju^9Sii b«thiai|iis 
atid our Nci^bbouiarfg Nation. /^ !, // . \ ; ' 

Ha. 7^A 
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The ?re/entmfnt of the Gentlemen of the Grand In^ueft for 
the County of Southampton, at the jifftzes Md at 
WintonCaftlc, ihe^thday ofMitca^ i7bu. 

Commanded by His Majcfl:y*s mod exceillcnt^Proclania- 
tioii agaiilft'^w, Immorality znd'PtophaHenejs^' in pu'r- 
fuance of your Lordfhip's Dircdions, otcftvd by the PioifS 
Zeal of many worthy Pcrfbns engaged irr SitcieTm for the 
Proin(>ttt^ the Glorious D^Ugnchoreof^ 'eneourtg^d by chkt 
viftble Succc^ tlieir joinc End^ours ,haVe». .^iiroi^gh God's 
Bleffmg, hadin'many Parts of cl\is KihgcLom ti^lWarJs e^<£t- 
inga KeformatioH'of Mttfitfirs : ^ take'thisf Op|)orrrtttilfy to 
exprefs our (acisfaftion therear, and to profefs our readinefs 
to contribute oar Aliii^nce for the Aivancemsnt of To goo4 
a Work, and crave leave oo kiy <$efore- yovr Lordihip bn-J-Clt^s 
Honour&bie BeocH, that'Wecdno^Ve tbeg^istlt (^bftra^lioa' 
and Iiiipedini6ntts hereunto '^d {^focjied, ' '>Abt onty froifi thc- 
N^Itgence of Conftables and other CMkers in chieir refp&> 
<%v« Placie^»' tHtcal^ftomitte fliKilMtttdetff difordtfrfy Ale* 
If 6ufes, ^h6i«iA inol etily entist^m dtintjinlg, aUd cftber «k:{- 
oa»^dftes ttrtf pr^mci^d* %u^kffo an'QpporetiMfcy givtn 
to^diilblate aiicl'pif^i|titc'FeItd#S(i^rHi«jg^teadM>,: td'ety* 
t»ee and tfthire A^otmg ferlbminio wtcfked -Ctftf^dct^ci^^, 
sti^*1^»/)^dfiafim if' the :Ltrkt's^ty, 
WetUewftTFfrliiMiblf'faOtiie^' thfik-Mil Mii^ifhtitt^^ Ih^thet^re* 
fjKsOiire Sttfti^hs; 'Will tffll'/tbcir' -Mttiblt 'B(HlMV)t>ufS^^^{f:i 
courage and ^mfliTueh tvU 'Pwrftia**; '« ' - ■ ' - « 

* ■ • "'*^ '. •■''.'- 

r^T^ HE fiolEMttthtite Qimiv fa&vitig 4^l<htfir Chttf g^ t» ^% 
>^j£' - 4]M^d«b»'0bRgtttf0t^W«)ie «md^v itd QM(l^Ta$(i^t 
Enquiry into the Breach of thoft»<B]Re}l«iVL«^irJMwife^ft^ ^ 
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SttppwiTnig of TmoraliiyMd PrDthatfeneTsjio think it become* 
us, for the Enicouragcment of al| fueh Pcrfoos WKahavc vo- 
lumafily fbrnr'c! t\\<Mt\yts Mo' fdchtieSy'toAhf their joint 
Bh^ftVfiwai haT'eln4ye'themie!lvey*rtiore'cipifelc-to beiiftru- 
rtWfttal for the X'eft^-itf'atfOH'ofmmerf, totake notice of^hcit 
pidtw Zeal, and alfb of the vJfftle Suteeft that hath tlirough 
the iMcfllhg of Godj accomjiariiecl their EndteaVouM 4^ ob- 
tWrting ith{? aforeiaid End in tittrfy 'Parts of 'this Kitigdom. 

Wtit^ckiivtto lajr 1)&fofe'yoiir Lt3rtilhi{» and this tfo^ 
ri6!ir«&ie BericH, that VVctoni^cive 'af 'great Ol)ftfii«aiofi aiid 
Irtif<jdifrieHt r6 ilri!? nfipft excefjdW IDcfign; 'brocJeedsnoc^iHily 
frotfj tWrieg!e(ft,<yf Coiiftabres kftql^other^Oflfteraih <h«^4«- 



^^MWaHaWHPmi 




PBrteh^tJb ftfqtiefttJy ¥erdrr; -Wad ^Itefebcrt iriW ^t tfte 

vifePtiaa?iees;^ftd»pebati(ilierleBWirii^bem(&ivfe 5 #Ki^hpribi 
Jftk^Srie^hfcfei !t.heffehi(Tc1ieihilbmV£nAiaV6tfrtr t;6ifed«5ft, 

thiK'haS^'abcJtt'ri«dt*>#tthWa*rea^ijccfers^ =-•-' - 
= ■We*hefc<?fob%6teBiy!)eg'{riidf hd(»«fi - That«il Magi^rttisi^ 
and others, would contribute their uftlidft 'Ettdearotfr* *Br 
th« Redrefs of tbofe Pubh'ek Grieranccs, and for th e e ncou t 




Ctfcecn i?*«r, <whbm**(io*pfbftm>:and'^true'LoVirS-i^^ 
Country, to join with them. .: '; .,; , A 

mjvith, ih'im-diPv'd^i^^Vrt ■■■■■■' 
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